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Most August Mather of God, 


AND 


PUREST OF VIRGINS, 


THIS LITTLE WORK IS HUMBLY CONSECRATED. 


My most beloved mother ! permit me to cal 
you by this sweet name, as thus your dear 
servant Stanislaus ever addressed you. I 
have ventured to undertake the task of retrac- 
ing his admirable life, that the faithful may 
learn by his example in what should consist 
their devotion towards you. To you then, 
my most beloved mother, do I consecrate this 
work; simple and imperfect as it is, it may 
help to show forth the greatness of a Saint, 
_ tenderly oN to you, and rewarded 1n re- 
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turn by special favours. Obtain, most power- 
ful and merciful Virgin, that all who read 
attentively this little buok, may not only be 
encouraged to walk in the footsteps of this 
Saint, but feel a true devotion enkindled in 
their hearts towards you; this being generally 
the effect of a tender love for Saint Stanislaus. 
Ah! if you deign to bless this undertaking, I 
shall have the happiness of seeing the desires 
of my heart fulfilled, by inducing many to 
imitate this seraphic Saint, and increasing the 
number of your faithful servants. Deign then, 
O most amiable mother ! to bless this little 
work, that it may contribute to your glory, 
tend to increase devotion to Saint Stanislaus, 
and promote the spiritual and temporal advan- 
tage of all who are devoted to you and him; 
to you who are by nature the most pure mother 
of the Redeemer, and by grace and tender- 
ness the mother of the redeemed. Amen, 


TO THE READER. 
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Devout reader, I wish to offer a few exe 
planatory observations, on the motives 
which induce me to compile a long-con- 
templated work, an abridged history of the 
life of Saint Stanislaus Kostka. Devotion 
to this Saint has been acknowledged as 
productive of many blessings to those who 
possess it; and amongst the chief advanta- 
ges attendant on it, is that most peculiar 
devotion to the blessed Virgin for which his 
clients are ever remarkable. Invariably has 
it been observed, that those who had re- 
course to Saint Stanislaus, obtained both 
spiritual and temporal assistance. This 
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devotion has made a rapid progress, ané 
has been considerably augmented by the 
favours obtained, and the prodigies perfor- 
med, by this great Saint, in favour of those 
who fervently invoked him. Nevertheless, 
this devotion required to be excited by a 
short sketch of the saintly life of this per- 
fect Christian hero. These are the motives 
which have urged me to publish an abridg- 
ment of his life. The avidity with which 
this work has been sought, is so great, that 
in two months several thousand copies have 
been sold; and it is now reprinted to: satisfy 
the desire of many. Wishing to render this 
work 1aore complete, I have added some 
striking events to many of the chapters; and 
at the end will be found a Novena to the 
Saint, and a short account ot his brother’s 
conversion. It only remains to entreat, that 
you attentively read the details of the heroic 
life of Stanislaus, and that you strive to excite 
others to devotion te him, which has intro- 
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duced into many countries, cities, and 
families, the true spirit of piety, and caus- 
ed the conversion of innumerable sinners. 
Happy those who devote themselves to a 
work so useful and conducive to the glory 
of God! They will ensure to themselves 
the protection of this great Saint, and the 
still more powerful protection of ‘‘ Mary,” | 
‘ne queen of Saints! 


CHAPTER I. 


Dignity of the house of Kostka: birth 
of Stanislaus. 


Nosiity of birth is a gift of nature, and 
when combined with holiness of life, adds 
lustre to that holiness. Of this advantage 
the heroic sanctity of Sranistaus Kosrxa can 
boast. He was born in Poland, of one of the 
most ancient and illustrious families in that 
kingdom. His birth-place was Kostkow, con- 
taining several estates and villages forming a 
part of the patrimony and lordship of the 
house of Kostka. His father, John Kostka, 
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was Senator of the kingdom, and bore, in 
addition, many titles of distinction. His 
mother, Margaret of Droubin Kristka, was 
sister to the Palatine of the Duchy of Masovia. 
From such parents, who to the dignity of high 
birth, joined also a pure and glorious attach- 
ment to the Catholic faith, sprung Stanislaus, 
the youngest, but most illustrious of five sons. 
The Almighty, who sometimes manifests his 
predilection for his favoured servants, even 
before their birth, was pleased to distinguish 
in a particular manner, this future hero of 
sanctity. This child of benediction seemed 
to have received a being, only to devote it to 
Jesus; and the perfection of that devotion was 
to be attained in the Society of Jesus, then 
recently established. The Almighty gave a 
convincing proof that he destined him for this 
order; for whilst in his mother’s womb, the 
holy and adorable name of Jesus was imprinted 
on her bosom, in strong and brilliant charac- 
ters. The pious mother rejoiced at so dis- 
tinguished a favour; and her confessor, a holy 
and learned man, well versed in the ways of 
God, cautioned her to watch carefully over 
this precious fruit; foretelling that the child 
she bore. would one day arrive at the most 
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sublime sanctity. As the shell carefully en- 
closes the brilliant pearl which is afterwards 
to be exposed to the sun’s rays; so did she 
still more jealously carry in her womb this 
precious pearl, which, in after years, was to 
experience the full influence of the beneficent 
and divine rays of the Eternal Sun of Justice, 
Christ our Lord. 

Saint Stanislaus was born towards the end 
of October, in the year 1550. Theceremony 
of his baptism corresponded with the dignity 
of his birth, and the grace infused at the 
sacred font was proportioned to that degree 
of sublime sanctity, to which this wonderful 
and fortunate child was destined to arrive. 
The treasure of grace poured so abundantly 
into his heart, appeared in his exterior. His 
countenance was of surpassing beauty, and 
there shoue around him such angelic inno- 
cence, tbat his delighted father beheld in him 
a precious fruit worthy of heaven, and fer- 
vently offred him to his Creator. From that 
moment, Stanislaus seemed to iive but for 
Jesus, and advanced in virtue and wisdom. 
From his earliest age, he was a living exam- 
ple of every virtue; being gentle, calm, can- 
did, overt great solidity of judgment, and 
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prudence in conduct. He was one of those 
fine spirits, in whom are perfectly fulfilled 
the words of the Holy Ghost: The life of the 
just man is like the sun’s course, increasing 
in brightness as it advances. Mappy, heroic 
youth ! born to live alone for Jesus, and whilst 
advancing in years, advancing also in every 
virtue! How delightful to behold such per- 
fect sanctity in early youth! His modesty 
struck all who saw him, and inspired a love 
for the angelic virtue of purity; his ardent 
piety, and profound respect for every thing 
that regarded the service of God, delighted, 
whilst it astonished those who witnessed it. 
His infant lips could scarce yet speak, but 
his expressive countenance seemed to tell the 
feelings of his heart; aud at such moments he 
resembled a seraph wrapt tu the very bosom 
of the Divinity. Justly was the glorious name 
of ‘¢angel’? bestowed on him, for in manner 
and in countenance, he was truly angelic! At 
this early age, he was frequently found in 
some secret spot in prayer, with his little 
hands joined, and his eyes raised to heaven, 
calling on Jesus and Mary, and with such 
sentiments of tender love, that his parents 
and friends were lost in admiration, whilst 
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gazing on this terrestrial seraph, and foresaw 
the sanctity and consummate perfection to 
which he should arrive. 


CHAPTER II, 


Se 


He applies to Study, and makes rapid 
progress in the Science of the Saints. 


A cuiLp so specially favoured by heaven, as 
we have seen in the preceding chapter, must 
certainly be one who would make great ad- 
vances in learning as well as in sanctity. 
At the age of four, he was entrusted with a 
tutor, named John Bilinski, who taught him 
the rudiments of the Latin tongue. Never 
was a pupil more anxious to profit by a mas- 
ter’s lessons, and never was a teacher more 
rewarded by the attention and docility of a 
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pupil, than John Bilinski was, by the young 
Stanislaus. But a more sublime and exten- 
sive science could alone satisfy his mind, and 
engage his serious attention; this was the 
science of the saints, the knowledge of virtue, 
the practice of piety. He has himself ac- 
' knowledged, in after years, that at the first 
dawning of the light of reason, his heart — 
turned. towards God, and strove to acquire 
a deep love for his increated goodness: filled 
with this knowledge and love for God, he 
made wonderful progress in sanctity and per- 
fection during the short period of his life. 
What a subject of admiration, to see the 
young Stanislaus, at the age of five, pass 
from study to meditation, conceal himself in 
some secret spot, and, in profound prayer, 
raise his thoughts to the throne of Eternal 
Wisdom ! it was in these divine communica- 
tions that he learned the greatness of celestial 
blessings, the vanity of all earthly things. 
Thus did this privileged child, at this early 
age, perseveringly apply to the supernatural, 
the divine study of prayer, and profit by it 
so truly, that he then determined to seek 
nothing on earth but his greater perfection, 
and to labour in all things to please God! 


18 LIFE OF SAINT STANISLAUS. 


It was in this divine study he also learned 
the admirable maxim which he constantly re- 
peated,—‘*I am not born for earthly, but for 
eternal things; I should seek then the latter. 
and despise the former!?? This maxim was 
to him as a shield, which enabled him to resist 
the seductive pleasures of the world, that too 
often wean the heart from prayers and it also 
helped him to overcome and despise every 
attack of vanity. Alas! if man would more 
frequently meditate on these words, he would 
learn that true courage which would make 
him conquer every attack of hell, and subdue 
and regulate the motions of his heart. It is 
in prayer that God instructs the soul, it is 
then he speaks interiorly, and enkindles that 
sacred fire of divine love, mentioned by the 
royal prophet, which overcomes the ardour 
of concupiscence. Thus did the young 
Stanislaus speak and act, and such would 
be the conduct of all Christians, if, like him, 
they constantly applied themselves to the 
study of prayer. It was in this divine study 
he also learned the practice of every virtue, 
and above all, that angelic modesty and 
purity which appeared in all his actions, 
and beamed forth from his very countenance 
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As the sun’s rays dazzle those who fixedly 
contemplate it, so from the countenance of 
the blessed Stanislaus, darted those rays of 
angelic purity, which showed to the libertine’s 
darkened mind the horror of indulging al! 
unchaste desires, and forced him to silence 
whilst in his presence. His constant applica- 
tion to prayer, inspired him with such an 
exalted idea and love for this divine virtue of 
chastity, and the least word or gesture con- 
trary to it, caused him to suffer so heavily, 
that he fainted away, as if his spirit disdained 
a life which was not all pureand immaculate. 
Thus the lily, symbol of this delicate virtue, 
when exposed to the too ardent rays of the 
sun, loses its strength, droops, withers and 
dies. In fact, the slightest allusion to any 
thing that could wound the most delicate 
modesty, produced so invariably the same 
alarming effect on Stanislaus, that at length 
his good father cautioned all visitors, as also 
the household, carefully to avoid, in his pre- 
sesnce, all light or too worldly discourse, 
*‘otherwise,” he exclaimed, ‘‘T shall lose my 
angelic child !”? O admirable virtue of purity, 
how zealously should you be guarded: the 
youthful Stanislaus fainted away at hearing 
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or witnessing aught that could in the least 
tarnish your beauty; whilst an imprudent 
Christian gives death to his soul by expusing 
himself to hear or see what may serve to en- 
kindle unlawful desires. It was in prayer 
he also learned that most powerful means of 
preserving this angelic virtue, which consists 
in a sincere and fervent devotion to the purest 
of al! creatures, the most exalted, because 
the humblest of all virgins, the immaculate 
Mother of God! It would be impossible to 
describe the heart-felt affection, or detail the 
exterior proofs of veneration which he daily, 
nay hourly, offered to **Mary.”? He honoured 
her as queen of every virtue, and ‘*Mary” 
loved him as an angel of purity; he ever ad- 
dressed her by the tender name of mother, 
and she loaded him with celestial gifts as her 
favourite child. Visible and frequent were 
the effects of her protection over him, and 
it was a general remark, that whoever wished 
to obtain a favour from Mary, should ask it 
through the intercession of Stanislaus. He 
gloried in the title which was given him, 
‘“*the devoted of Mary!’ He was loved by 
all whe had the happiness of knowing him, 
and revered as an angel; for, as we have 
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aiready mentioned, his very appearance ex- 
cited all hearts to the love of Jesus and 
Mary! 


CHAPTER ITI. 


Stanislaus is sent to a College at Vi- 
enna. His virtue is severely tried. 


So beautiful and tender a plant required a 
fertile soil, wherein the admirable fruits of 
science and virtue should be more fully de- 
- veloped and strengthened. By the direction 
of Divine Providence, who arranges all things 
for the good of his Elect, Stanislaus was sent 
to a college, recently founded by the Emperor 
Ferdinand; this college was governed by the 
Fathers of the Society of Jesus, who esta- 
blished therein the most exact discipline with 
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regard to study and piety. In this sanctuary 
of innocence, Stanislaus grew and strengthen- 
ed, like the fruitful olive in the vineyard of 
the Lord, Oh! what fruit did not his talents 
produce, seconded by a close application to 
study! what advances in perfection did he 
-not make by his constant attention to prayer! 
His masters proposed him as a model for 
imitation, and his companions esteemed and 
admired him, as a prodigy of grace. In the 
process for his canonization, we read an in- 
teresting testimony from a companion. I 
will give it in his words:—*‘From the mo- 
ment Stanislaus arrived in the college, he 
was distinguished for amiability of manner, 
and, when known, respected and venerated 
~ as a saint. Whether he prayed in private, 
or assisted at the church office, his devotion, 
modesty, profound recollection, and close 
union with God, made him appear so like an 
angel, that whilst gazing on him we felt our 
hearts glow with divine love. Even in fa- 
miliar conversation, and on the most indif- 
ferent topics, he exhibited such profound vir- 
tue, that we felt humbled and ashamed at 
the little we possessed Therefore, I con- 
fidently affirm, that the life Stanislaus was 
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for me, and for all, a mirror of consummate 
sanctity !”” 

But virtue shines more brightly in tribula- 
tion, and therefore it was that Stanislaus 
was proved as gold in the furnace. When 
the Almighty wishes to show forth in an 
eminent degree the virtue of his saints, then 
he allows them to suffer, and be contradicted. 
Stanislaus was but fourteen; yet at that early 
age the strength of his virtue was proved. 
The trial was severe, but not new; Provi- 
dence seemed to act in his regard, as for- 
merly he did with the young Joseph, who be- 
came an object of dislike to his brethren, 
principally on account of his uprightness and 
chastity. The college in which he studied 
was suppressed at the death of Ferdinand, 
and devoted by his successor to another pur- 
pose. The students were of course dispersed; 
and Stanislaus, his eldest brother Paul, and 
their tutor, procured magnificent apartments 
in the house of a Lutheran. This change 
delighted Paul, as it would allow him to mix 
in all the pleasures of the world, and live 
according to its maxims; but it suited not 
the wishes of Stanislaus; still he altered not 
his manner of life, steadfastly pursued his 
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studies, and faithfully observed all his pious 
practices. He daily assisted at two or three 
mas.es with the greatest fervour; as often as 
possible received the sacraments, and each 
time with renewed devotion and more per- 
fect love. He avoided all unnecessary conver- 
‘sation, selected his companions from amongst 
the most pious and studious, and even with 
them, spoke but on useful and edifying sub- 
jects, The principal subject of all his con- 
versation, was the sublime excellence of his 
blessed Mother, and her protection over all 
who invoked her. His compositions were 
generally on the glories of ‘* Mary;”’ his coun- 
tenance beamed with joy even at the men- 
tion of her name, and his heart bounded with 
rapture whilst listening to the ‘‘Salve Re- 
gina,” or any canticle in her honour. So 
great was his ardour to visit the God of love, 
concealed under the sacramental species, and 
residing in our tabernacles, that several times 
each day he repaired to a church, and passed 
there many hours in such profound and mo- 
tionless recollection, that he seemed as if 
freed from the influence of the senses; but 
this constant application to prayer never made 
aim aan the duty of study, and by the 
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lights and graces he received whilst convers- 
ing with his God, he made rapid progrese 
in science. Atnighthefrequentlyinterrupted 
his short sleep to indulge his love for prayer, 
and this he performed with his arms ex- 
tended in the form of a cross, or prostrate 
on the ground. He concluded by so severe 
a scourging, that his tender shoulders were 
cruelly torn, and the floor covered with blood, 
to the amazement and edification of those who 
secretly beheld him. 

Patil was annoyed at the exemplary con- 
duct of Stanislaus; it was a constant re- 
proach to his worldly life; he evinced his 
displeasure by the most violent measures, 
and employed every means to contradict and 
persecute the young saint, and, if possible, 
force him to change his heroic conduct. Never 
did this inhuman brother address him, but 
with sneers and derisions; frequently did he 
strike him with his hand or whip, and even 
at times kick him, throw him to the ground, 
and trample on him; and when his tutor 
hastened to prevent these acts of brutality, 
he only added to the sufferings of the gentle 
martyr, by his cold and contemptuous man- 
ner and words. ‘Stanislaus, you deserve 
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to be thus treated,” he generally exclaimed; 
‘swere you more yielding to the customs 
of the world, more submissive and conde- 
scending to the wishes of your brother, and 
lived as should a young nobleman, then would 
you be loved and cherished by him.” But 
- the heart of Stanislaus was like the rock 
that heeds not the Syren’s voice, sweet as 
it may sound amidst the fierce tempest; or 
rather, as the rock, constantly lashed by 
the rough waves, seems to acquire more 
strength and fixedness, so did the mind of 
this saintly youth become more firm from 
continued persecution. He heeds not a 
brother’s unkindness, nor a tutor’s flatteries; 
all are answered, every argument confuted 
by this great maxim, which he constantly 
repeated: **I am not born for earth, but for 
heaven; I must give my attention to this, 
and not to ¢hat.”? Most admirable was the 
patience and gentleness he evinced during 
these years of unceasing contradiction and 
suffering. Paul was not alone the daily per- 
secutor of his innocent brother; two of his 
companions who occupied the same chamber, 
joined in tormenting him during the night. 
This is mentioned in the act of his canoni- 
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zation, as authenticated by the authors them 
selves, who acknowledged it to their own 
confusion, and the glory of Stanislaus. They 
declared that several times in the night, 
whilst he was in prayer, they pretending not 
te see him, used to knock him down, kick 
him and trample on him, whilst the humble 
youth never made them a reproach, but calmly 
continued his prayer. He seemed perfectly 
insensible to all such treatment, neither 
answered, nor complained, nor defended him- 
self; on the contrary, he each day seemed 
to evince more respect and affection for his 
unkind tutor and cruel brother; showed them 
a profound deference in all that was not con- 
trary to religion, anticipated their wishes, 
and rendered them every service in his 
power. Oh! who could resist loving virtue 
which shene forth so brightly in the midst 
of persecution and contradiction, and at such 
a tender age! Moreover, it is certain, that 
one line from Stanislaus to his father would 
have sufficed to calm this tempest, for he 
cherished him with the fondest affection, as 
his youngest and favourite son. But the 
young hero sighed only for crosses, which 
are the best means to arrive at sanctity, and 
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also the true proofs of an ardent love for 
Jesus Christ. In fine, we should ever bear 
in mind, that if we resemble not our Lord 
and Saviour, the chief of the predestined, 
then in us there is no mark of predestina- 
tion: the cross is the proof of resemblance; 
whoever wishes to share in the glory of Christ 
' Jesus, must also desire to be associated in 
his ignominious sufferings. However bit- 
ter the chalice which Jesus reserves for his 
faithful disciples, still they will find an 
ineffable charm in partaking with him of that 
cup which he drank to the dregs: whilst 
thus following their crucified God, let them 
place themselves under the protection of 
‘*Mary,”’ she who never ceased to love aud 
suffer. Oh! what courage will they not learn 
from her example; how trivial then will 
seem the pains which they endure. It was 
this:tender devotion to the mother of the In- 
carnate crucified God, which rendered Stan- 
islaus invincible under tribulations, and made 
him ever remain calm, tranquil, and often 
cheerful, in the midst of severe trials; in 
fine, as his sufferings increased, so did his 
love for Jesus and Mary! The name of 
‘Mauss was ever on his lips, it was written 
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in every page of his books; this holy name 
was so deeply imprinted on his heart and 
mind, that he never invoked the Queen of 
Heaven but by those words, ‘*Mary, my be- 
loved mother!?? He ceased not to speak of 
her, and loved to hear her praises; she was 
the object of all his thoughts; to her he had 
recourse on all occasions, particularly under 
all sufferings; and this tender mother protected 
and directed him. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Severe sickness and miracsslous cure 
of Stanislaus. 


Tue continued ill treatment which Staris- 
laus experienced from his brother, joined to 
his rigorous austerities, at so early an age, 
undermined his strength, weakened his con- 
stitution, and threw him into an illness which 
nearly proved fatal. His patience was un- 
alterable, when suffering under the most 
acute pains of sickness, and equally did he 
preserve the serenity of his soul under the 
most violent temptations. ‘The spirit of evil, 
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whe had never been able to trouble his pure 
heart by any unchaste suggestions, strove to 
break in on his peace and tranquillity by the 
most strange and horrible apparitions; but 
Stanislaus recognised the infernal spirit, and 
without being in the least disconcerted, 
calmly and fervently made the sign of the 
cross, and thus confounded and put the de- 
mon to flight. Under all these trials, his 
angelic patience, calmness of conscience, 
and perfect conformity to the will of God, 
weremostremarkable. Believing his last hour 
near, he tranquilly awaited tne awful sum- 
mons: still one bitter pang agitated his heart; 
he feared being deprived of the only happi- 
ness he desired, that of receiving the last 
sacrament; the obstacle to this, arose from 
residing with a Lutheran. What did he 
not say, what did he not do, to obtain 
the happiness of receiving his beloved Jesus 
in the holy Communion! Vain were his 
tears and sighs to soften the obdurate 
hearts of men; but they were not unavailing 
with a God of infinite goodness; his leving 
heart was moved, and he deigned to console 
Stanislaus by a special and most singular 
favour. Here, pious reader, reflect for a 
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few moments on the efficacy of prayer, when 
it is animated by humility and confidences 
and also on the mercy and love of God, who 
is so prodigal of his favours to those who 
place in Him all their trust. It is men- 
tioned in the life of the illustrious virgin 
_ and martyr, Saint Barbara, that her inter- 
cession is most efficacious in obtaining the 
grace of the last sacraments for those devoted 
to her. Stanislaus had often read her life, 
frequently invoked her protection, and ever 
celebrated her festival with the tenderest de- 
votion. In his present distress he has re- 
course to her, entreating her to obtain for 
him, the grace of receiving the holy viaticum. 
The Almighty favourably hears the ardent 
desires of the pious youth, and yields to the 
powerful intercession of the great martyrs 
Saint Barbara is sent from the high heavens, 
accompanied by two angels, and, appearing 
to Stanislaus, gives him in the holy com- 
munion the adorable body of Jesus Christ, 
the immaculate lamb of God: thus, by the 
hands of angels he received that heavenly 
bread which was refused him by men. Ard 
here I cannot refrain from mentioning some 
details regarding this extraordinary fovoury 
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taken from the words of his tutor and 
mentioned in the act of his canonization. 
‘sStanislaus,” he says, ‘¢was seized with a 
severe il]ness in the month of December; for 
seven nights I watched by him, as the attack 
seemed to 'me of a serious nature. On the 
seventh night, I suddenly beheld him as if 
in a rapture, his appearance and movements 
were most respectful, his countenance beam- 
ed with a heavenly joy, and turning towards 
me, he exclaimed, with an air of majestic 
authcrity, ‘Kneel, and pay adoration to the 
holy and adorable sacrament, which the glo- 
rious virgin Saint Barbara brings me from 
heaven!*®”? Stanislaus himself thus related 
this favour, in confidence, to one of his no- 
vitiate companions called Stephen Augus- 
tin: ‘I candidly own to you, dear brother, 
tnat during a very severe illness which I had 
whilst residing in a Lutheran’s house at Vi- 
enna, I fervently recommended myself to the 
Illustrious Martyr, Saint Barbara, to obtain 
the grace of receiving the last sacraments, 
when behold she appeared, accompanied by 
two angels, one of whom gave me the holy 
communion.” In the process for lis cano- 
nization this was mentioned by the novice, 
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who added,—‘‘after relating to me this great 
event, Stanislaus sighed deeply, and ap- 
peared confused at having mentioned it.” 
This proof of heaven’s love was followed by 
a still more singular favour. Scarcely had 
the angels disappeared when the queen of 
angels, the most glorious virgin Mary, ap- 
peared, and placed in his arms her divine 
son, under the semblance of a beautiful in- 
fant, permitting Stanislaus to embrace him; 
this was in recompense for the ardent affec- 
tion, and profound recollection with which 
he had received Jesus in the holy com- 
munion Believing himself on the point of 
death, he fervently recommended his spirit 
to Jesus and Mary. But his hour was not 
yet come; the visit of Mary was not an in- 
vitation to enter into eternal rest; but an 
encouragement to suffer still. more, and to 
practice more heroic virtue. ‘+My child,” 
said Mary affectionately to him, ‘‘health is 
restored to you, but in return for this bless- 
ing, 1 wish you to pass the remainder of your 
life in the Society of Jesus; there my son 
ealls you. In the society which bears his 
name you are destined to live and die!”’ thus 
she spoke, and disappeared. 
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Stanislaus suddenly passed from death te 
life; at that moment he was restored to per- 
fect health, and, in transports of joy, poured 
forth a thousand thanksgivings to God and 
his blessed mother, for all the singular graces 
and favours he had received. It now became 
incumbent on him to execute the order 
which **Mary” had given to enter without 
delay into the Society of Jesus. Dear as 
was this command to his heart, yet he fore- 
saw much difficulty in its execution, from 
the opposition of his family. J.ong before 
this period, he felt himself interiorly called 
to be a Jesuit, but he had not told his wishes 
to any one on this subjects being aware that 
his parents, and in fact the entire family 
of Kostka, would violently oppose him: the 
society would also have raised many objec- 
tions to receive a young person, contrary 
to the wishes of his parents and relatives. 
Now, however, Stanislaus ponders on the 
command of our blessed lady, clings to it 
firmly and fondly; yet, uncertain how to act, 
defers executing it for six months. At the 
evpiration of this time he resolved to com- 
«mence the work, and, cost him what it 
may, strive to overcome all difficulties A 
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soul perfectly submissive is always ready to 
execute the orders of God; and the Almighty 
ever blesses its exertions, smooths all dif- 
ficulties, and brings them to a happy con- 
clusion To acknowledge our incapability 
for any undertaking, is an act of Chris- 
tian humility, but sincere humility is cou- 
rageous, resolute, and strong; the more 
we shall distrust ourselves, and rely on 
the divine assistance, the more shall we 
experience the protection and guidance of 
Providence. I can/do nothing of myself, 
said the apostle, I am incapable of per- 
forming a single meritorious thought, but I 
can do all things in God and with God; by 
him I can overcome every difficulty. Let 
these principles be firmly fixed in our minds; 
of ourselves we can do nothing, but with 
God, and aided by Him, we can do all 
things: when the will of God is to be accom- 
plished, let us arm ourselves with courage, 
commence the work, and He will protect 
and assist us. Behold the heroic youth 
Stanislaus, what does he not undertake, what 
wonders does he not perform? entirely rely- 
ing on divine Providence, and distrusting 
himself, he triumphs over all difficulties, and 


88 LIFE OF SAINT STANISLAUS. 


succeeds in his undertakings in the most ad- 
mirable and miraculous manner. Miserable 
creatures as we are, we have ever a thousand 
excuses, a thousand pretexts, to oppose to 
the call of God, which so constantly solicits 
us to commence a more Christian and fer- 
vent life. Alas! vain and useless are our 
desires for eternal happiness, unless we 
courageously embrace the practice of Chris- 
tian perfection. ‘*Let us correspond with 
grace, which is the only means of salvation, 
and we shall soon attain heaven,”? was the 
favourite advice of Stanislaus. 

If then we truly desire our eternal happi 
ness, which is our only important affair in 
life, let us from this moment be faithful to 
grace. 


CHAPTER V. 


Stanislaus secretly leaves Vienna for 
Rome: miracles which occur during 
his journey. 


Gop, who inspires his elect with great de- 
signs, in his infinite goodness renders them 
courageous in their execution. ‘*Go,” said 
he to Moses, when he sent him to Pharaok 
to obtain the deliverance of his chosen peo- 
ple from Egypt,—‘‘go, and fear neither dan- 
gers nor difficulties, I will be with you.”— 
Thus it seems to me that the Omnipotent 
must have interiorly spoken to our young 
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Saint. ‘*Go to the Society of Jesus, I will 
accompany, and render you superior to all 
obstacles and dangers.”? It was now that 
he bitterly regretted having so long deferred 
following the command of Heaven, and de- 
termined to do so without further delay. 
He discovered to his director the divine in- 
spiration which, for the last six months, con- 
tinually invited him to enter the Society of 
Jesus; spoke of the express order given him 
for that end by his blessedMother; intreated 
his direction, protesting that he was resulved 
to obey the divine will, without farther 
hesitation. By fervent and continued prayer 
hé consulted the Lord, and besought Mary 
the mother of wisdom, to point out to him 
the best means of obeying her divine Son. 
At length, We felt inclined to put in execu- 
tion a project, which to the limited ideas of 
man, might appear inexcusable, but is most 
admirable in the order of Providences which 
guided and enabled him to succeed. This 
project was to flee from Vienna, which was 
truly a difficult undertaking, for he had to 
escape the vigilance of his tutor and brother, 
who would have.detained him; he had to 
overcome the many objections raised by the 
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Society; in fine, he should remove to a 
great distance from his country, that he 
might suceeed in tne accomplishment of his 
wishes, and shield the Society from the 
persecution of his powerful family. In 
short, Stanislaus had to brave all the fatigue 
and dangers of .a journey from Vienna to 
“Rome, a distance of twelve hundred miles, 
on foot, alone, and without any human as- 
sistance; nevertheless, this project appeared 
easy to his generous heart, and he deter- 
mined to set out without delay. Already 
‘he ‘had secretly prepared what was neces- 
sary for the journey, a pilgrim’s coarse 
garment, a cord for his cincture, a rosary 
anda large staff; his own clothes he gave 
to the first beggar he met. And now behold 
this young hero, like Elias undertaking the 
journey to Mount Horeb, confiding solely 
‘in the arm of the All-powerful, who guides 
and protects him. He made a vow, that ‘in 
case he was not received into the Society 
at Rome, he would beg his way, brave every 
difficulty, and penetrate even to Japan to 
‘become a Jesuit. Of what is not man capa- 
‘ble, when inspired and guided by the Eter- 
nal baring And what wonders will net 
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the Almighty perform to enable a Christian 
hero to succeed in his designs? Stanislaus 
had performed but one day’s journey, when 
his tutor and brother, alarmed at his un- 
usual absence, anxiously sought him in all 
the churches, inquired for him at all the re- 
ligious houses in the city, for to some of 
these he generally resorted after study; at 
length they heard of his flight. Paul in- 
stantly orders his carriage, and sets off in 
pursuit of the fugitive, whom after some 
hours he overtakes. Oh God! what now will 
become of Stanislaus! he perceives his flight 
has been discovered; he sees in the carriage 
his angry brother. Rousing all his faith, he 
calls confidently on Jesus and Mary, and 
the Almighty, who watches over his favoured 
child, permits that Paul should not recognise 
him. Thus was renewed the prodigy of the 
dark cloud which concealed from the Egyp- 
tians the flight of the children of Israel. 
Shortly after, it occurred to Paul that the 
pilgrim whom he passed, might have been 
Stanislaus in disguise; he stops the carriage, 
examines attentively, and by his height and 
figure even at that distance, recognises his 
brother. He turns his horses in hopes of 
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overtaking him, but behold another prodigy! 
that all-powerful God, who formerly opened 
a safe passage through the Red Sea for the 
Hebrew children, by suspending its waves 
on either side, which afterwards united to 
engulph the imprudent Egyptians who pur- 
‘sued them, now performs in favour of Stanis- 
laus a like miracle. He had changed his 
path to escape more effectually from his bro- 
thers but, in doing so, had to cross a river, 
when lo! the waters, became firm under his 
feet. In vain did Paul urge forward his 
horses; they resisted every effort; neither 
blows nor shouts could make them proceed, 
save when turned towards Vienna, and then 
they evinced the greatest ardour to continue 
their course. Thus.did the Almighty act.on 
this occasion, as in former days, when he 
rendered immoveable Balaam’s ass, to pre- 
vent the prophet from undertaking a journey, 
in contradiction to his divine will, and op- 
posed to his glory. Fortunate was it for 
Paul that he did not plunge with his horses 
into the river, in pursuit of this faithful Is- 
raelite; he, would probably have found death, 
like the haughty and obstinate Egyptian; for- 
tunate was it for him that he followed this 
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advice of his experienced coachman, ‘Let 
us return back, this is certainly the work of 
God; in resisting it longer, we shall draw on 
us the divine anger.”” O unchangeable de- 
signs of Providence! O irresistible will of 
the Almighty! He does all he pleases; who 
can resist him? . He gives strength to those 
who confide in him, and his protection to 
those who call on him. 

It was this divine strength, which enabled 
Stanislaus to accomplish his intention of 
becoming a religious; to increase it in his 
soul, he ardently desired to receive the 
bread of angels during his journey. Filled 
with these inflamed wishes, he beheld with 
joy a little chapel; he entered, fervently 
sighing for the moment when he should 
again be united with Jesus in the holy com- 
munion; but how great was his sorrow when 
he discovered it was a Lutheran Church. 
Yet be not afflicted, pious and fervent pil- 
grim; dry your tears, calm your sighs, your 
wishes shall be accomplished: true, no min- 
ister of Christ is near to give you, under 
the sacred species, the God of strength, the 
only object of your loves but the-angels of 
peace, the ministers of heaven, will again 
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satisfy your fervent desires. And thus was 
his fervour rewarded! As Elias formerly, 
received a heavenly bread, which sstrengthen- 
ed him to reach the mountain of Horeb; 
so was the heart of Stanislaus cornforted, 
and new vigour given, by the holy com- 
munion thus administered by angels. With 
_ unabated fervour does the young pilgrim now 
pursue his journey: having arrived at Dett- 
ingen, after travelling two hundred miles, he 
presents himself without delay to the Pro- 
vincial of the Society, and with tears intreate 
to be admitted as the last and least in the 
house of God. His virtue is tried and ac- 
knowledged, but dread of displeasing his pa- 
rents prevents his being allowed to remain in 
that house of the Society. The generous- 
minded youth understands and fully enters 
into the wishes of his superiors: by their ad- 
vice he removes to a still greater distance. 
In fine, heaven decrees Rome, immortal 
Rome, to be the theatre of his consummate 
perfection, heroism, sanctification, snd deaths 
and there the illustrious youth arrived, after 
a journey of twelve hundred miles, bare- 
footed, alone, unknown, as a poor pilgrim, 
torn and bruised after crossing over .high 
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mountains and rocks, and penetrating through 
deep woods. 

Happy the man who trusts in the Lord, 
and who, in obedience to his commands, 
exposes himself fearlessly to inconveniences, 
trials, and dangers; he will be protected’ by 
the most High, loaded .with merits and de- 
lights, and shall.succeed in all his wishes! 

Let us learn fromthe example-of Stanis- 
Jaus how to correspond with grace, which 
will enable us to .crush our feelings, -and 
gloriously triumph over them; let us learn 
from:him how to overcome all .obstacles and 
contradictions, when the awill of God .is in 
question; but above all, letjus under suffer- 
ings have recourse, like ‘him, to Jesus and 
Mary,—thus we shall triumph overall diffie 
culties. subdue ourselves, and overcome our 
enemies 


CHAPTER VI. 


Stanislaus is received into the No- 
vitiate: his fervour in the practice 
of virtue. 


On his arrival at Rome, Stanislaus hastened 
to throw himself at the feet of the saintly 
General of the Order, Saint Francis Borgia. 
The venerable superior was delighted to see 
him, embraced him tenderly, and evinced all 
those feelings of affection with which God 
filled his heart for this heroic youth. ** Yes, 
my son,” said he, **I receive you with the 
most lively joy into the Society of Jesus; I 
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am convinced that he has destined you fur 
this order, and [am equally certain that he 
will accept the offering you come to make 
of yourself. Let all your efforts be to please 
God, and strive to be as holy a Jesuit as you 
have been a virtuous scholar!” Thus spoke 
this great man, filled with the spirit of God. 
He then clothed Stanislaus in the habit for 
which he had ardently sighed, ani sent him 
to the Novitiate House. Now behold our 
saint established in an asylum of peace and 
high perfection; a solitude to which the 
hand of the Almightyshas conducted ‘him, to 
fulfil in his regard these words, “*T will lead 
him far from the tumult of theavorld, and 
then I will speak familiarly to his heart.” 
In this house did the fervent novice raise his 
ordinary practices of virtue to the highest 
degree of perfection, and excite the admi- 
ration of all his companions. How beautiful 
to behold him in those first moments of spi- 
ritual joy, when he had succeedeil in ful- 
filling the orders of Jesus and of his beloved 
mother. Oh! what tears of tenderness did 
he shed, what acts of thanksgiving did he 
pour forth to God and this powerful media- 
trix, who had at length guided him to the 
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Society of Jesus: With what fervour did 
the generous youth commence the work of 
his’ sanctification, and wonderful were the 
many gifts and graces with which God en- 
riched his soul. In the practice of every 
virtue, in all the exercises of religion, Stanis- 
Jaus' was the model of his companions, the’ 
edification of the fathers of the Society, and 
a subject of admiration to his own director, 
who frequently was heard to say, ‘*1 should 
be his disciple, and not his master!” He 
principally applied himself to acquire a per- 
fect contempt for the opinion of the world, 
and in such abhorrence did he hold all 
earthly honours, that he could never bear to 
hear mentioned the nobility of his ancestors, 
nor the many honours conferred on his an- 
cient and illustrious family; he ever gently 
contrived to turn the conversation on some 
other subject. 

Receiving a visit from Cardinal Comendon, 
Nuncio and Legate of the King of Poland, 
he would have appeared in his presence, 
clothed in a coarse rug habit, which is worn 
by the novices in the kitchen where he was 
then employed, but he was prevented by 
Neary his superiors respecting more the 
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dignity of this great ecclesiastic than the’ 
fervour of a novice, which made him ardently 
desire to appear pvor and contemptible in 
the eyes of others. As to his love for ma- 
tification, it will suffice to say, tnat so great 
was his desire of practising that virtue, that 
he was frequently obliged to be restrained 
on that point. His exactitude to obedience 
was so remarkable, that his master called 
him the ‘¢all-powerful Stanislaus;” wishing 
to show, by this expression, that no matter 
how trying was the command he gave him, 
he was sure to see him follow it instantly 
and punctually. To inculcate this great 
virtue of obedience, the famous General of 
the Society, Claudio Aqua Viya, frequently 
mentioned with tears, a circumstance which 
occurred between him and Stanislaus whilst 
they were in their novitiate. ** We were one 
day,” said the General, speaking of himself 
and the saint, whom he ever proposed as a 
moilel of the most perfect obedience, ‘we 
were one day both appointed to help in the 
kitchen; the cook ordered us to bring some 
wood, and mentioned the number of logs 
each was to cary; I believed I was able 
to bring much more, and told the same te 
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Startivies, “no,” replied he, smiling, ‘you 
know we mest now obey the cook, and even 
in the very menner he prescribes.’ ” 

So scrupulously exact was he in the ob- 
servance of the rules, that he was anxious to 
transcribe the entire of them, in order that 
he might have them ever near to study, and 
thus learn how to follow them perfectly. 
But all his virtues were embellished and 
perfected by the great and truly wonderful 
charity which consumed his heart. This 
fire of divine love appeared in his very 
countenance, and jeven others experienced 
its wonderfu‘ effects. It was impossible to 
behold him without being animated with a 
sincere love for Jesus and Mary, an ardent 
desire of purity and every virtue. No one 
ever conversed with him without being filled 
with a high idea of heavenly things, and a 
perfect contempt for all of earth; whilst 
conversing with him, they felt a peace and 
serenity of heart unknown amidst the dis- 
sipation and pleasures of the world. In 
a word, Stanislaus seemed to resemble an 
angel, possessing by nature and grace per- 
fect love, purity, and unalterable peace; like 
those heavenly spirits, he also seemed to en 
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joy the privilege of being an unfailing medias 
tor with the Almighty; his prayers were ever 
most efficacious in obtaining graces for all whe 
recommended themselves to him. This was 
well known amongst his companions, whe 
have acknowledged that they were sure te 
obtain from God any grace, or overcome any 
difficulty, if they prevailed on Stanislaus to 
intercede for them. The learned Belarmin, 
in speaking of him, says, ‘*he penetrated 
heaven by his sighs, and softened it by he 
tears, which during his prayer flowed like 
two fountains, and obtained from God every 
favour ” To what perfection and consum- 
mate sanctity must this young novice, then 
but seventeen years of age, have arrivea! 
Oh! if we corresponded with grace as he 
did, we should quickly arrive at the same 
perfection. Let us imitate his example im 
ali things, and we shall soon be changed; let 
us pray continually, but let our prayer be 
humble, full of faith and fervour, and thus 
we shall obtain the blessing of heaven. Alas! 
we find that we make no advances in virtue 
or perfection, because we neglect prayer, 
the only means by which we can secure our 
happiness here, and the important affair of 
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our salvation hereafter. Let us at times, 
amidst the silence of the passions, repcat, 
and deeply reflect on those words with which 
Stanislaus frequently addressed the miserable 
votaries of this world, and its profane plea- 
sures: **In God alone can be found true 
peace; hope then for no rest on earth, unless 
united with Him; never shall we be satisfied 
with ourselves, nor at peace with others, if 
God and his divine grace reign not in our 
hearts!?? 


CHAPTER VII. 


His admirable love for Jesus and 
Mary. 


Cuariry is the queen of virtues. It consists 
in a superabundance of grace, which, puri- 
fying the heart of man, makes him an object 
of love and delight to the Deity. The chief 
effect of this divine virtue is that power by 
which the just and holy man actually raises 
himself towards God; refers all to Him; 
considers but God in all things, prefers him 
and his will to the whole world; and loves 
nim witb all bis heart, and soul, and strength 
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and affections. It was with this perfect and 
consuining charity that Stanislaus loved God, 
and next to Him his dear and blessed Mo- 
ther. Even in his tenderest years, he was 
so delighted with contemplating the goodness 
of God in the wonderful works of creation, 
so inflamed with love for this divine Being, 
that he often remained for hours together, 
_prostrate on the ground, exhausted from the 
powerful influence of this excessive charity. 
As he advanced in years, he became more 
closely united with his God, and to such a 
degree, that it would appear as if he enjoyed 
the angelic privilege, which consists in an 
unceasing contemplation of the beauty and 
perfections of the Divinity: this power was 
conferred on our young saint as far as man 
seemed capable of exerting it; for God was 
ever present to his mind, and his heart ever 
ravished in contemplating his infinite good- 
ness. Every object, every circumstance, 
recalled the Almighty to his mind; in the 
midst of his studies, under every trial, and 
in all places, he saw but God, and loved only 
his adorable perfections. So very violent 
were the effects of this love, that the pul- 
sations of his heart were sensibly increased; 
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at times he could scarcely breathe, and was 
often in the depth of winter forced to expose 
his breast to the sharp air, to temper this 
consuming fire, and subdue those flames. 
‘¢T can no longer support myself,” this seraph 
frequently exclaimed; ‘‘death alone can re- 
lieve me, for then I shall find Him for whom 
I languish!*?? O excess of divine love! 
O thrice happy soul! true and fervent mar- 
tyr of love, for nothing on this earth can ex- 
tinguish these flames which God has en- 
kindled and still feeds! His superiors were 
obliged to watch him closely, lest he should 
sink under this excess of love; and used 
every palliative to relieve the continued yet 
happy sufferings which it caused him. In 
fact, we can scarcely form an idea of his 
state; he had for God not only that love of 
preference, which constitutes the essence of 
charity, and dwells in the superior part of 
the soul; but moreover that love of tenderness 
which is an effect of ardent charity, and 
extends its influence to the heart. His 
affection for the mother of God was un- 
equalled. He ever addressed her by the 
endearing name of ‘* Mother,” and as such, 
loved and venerated her; whilst this tender 
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mother watched over her favoured child, and 
delighted in guarding his stainless virginity 
‘¢Mary” was ever his protectress and guide! 
It would be impossible to relate the many 
favours, graces, and blessings, bestowed on 
him by this powerful queen of heaven and 
earth; and equally impossible to detail the 
affection, respect, and love of Stanislaus to- 

wards her. I must leave it to the reflection 
_ of the reader, and shall only add, that during 
his life time he was ever called ‘‘the devoted 
of Mary!” A friend having once asked him 
if he loved the ever blessed Virgin, he ex- 
claimed, his countenance beaming with de- 
light and affection, **Do I love Mary? ah! 
what more can I tell you but that she is my 
mother! this name suffices to say how I love 
her.” 

Shall we not also strive to become the true 
children of Mary? but to succeed in this 
noble undertaking, our devotion must be 
solid; that is to say, it must consist in a 
horror of sin, the practice of virtue, a sincere 
desire to please her, and imitate her in all 


things. 


CHAPTER VITI. 


He receives on angry letter from his 
Father, which afflicts him: but re- 
plies to tt humbly and firmly. 


How great is the misery and blindness of 
worldlings; dazzled by the false glare of 
grandeur and dignities, they believe them- 
selves happy, whilst they are really miserae 
ble, because separated from God who is in- 
finite in goodness, riches, and beauty, and 
alone can satisfy the desires of the heart. 
Stanislaus being closely united to his God 
by fervent Icve, experienced the effects of 
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this true and real happiness. ‘Uh! what 
unclouded bliss,” he often exclaimed, ‘‘is 
found in the service of God; far better to 
be the last and least in the house of the Lord, 
than to be the greatest in the midst of the 
world! How happy the life which we lead 
here on earth! it resembles that of the saints 
in heaven, for if we observe our rules, we 
are sure of doing the will of God as well as 
they. They, it is true, are sure of their 
predestination to glory; but what greater 
assurance could God give us of ours, than 
to have withdrawn jus from the world, and 
placed us in his sanctuary. How different 
is the life of worldlings; pride and ambition 
lead them astray; they reflect not, that true 
nobility consists in being the child of God, 
adopted by him in baptism, and thus made 
heir to the kingdom of heaven. True great- 
ness consists in possessing our souls in 
peace; and solid riches, in guarding the 
treasure of divine grace, whilst despising the 
passing things of earth!’”? Thus spoke and 
acted this heroic youth; for the wisdom of 
age was bestowed on him, as the reward of 
his constant union with God. 

Plunged in the midst of worldly pomps 
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and vanities, his father neither thought nor 
reasoned in this manner. Being informed 
of nis flight and resolution to be a Jesuit, he 
wrote him a letter filled with invectives and 
haughty reproaches. Stanislaus had ever 
been his dearest childs and in proportion to 
the affection which he had entertained for 
him, was now his displeasure. His letter 
was as follows: 

‘‘Has then a member of the house of 
Kostka, dared to tarnish the lustre of his 
ancient and honourable family? Can I be- 
lieve that you have undertaken, as a beggar 
and a vagrant, a journey of twelve hundred 
miles, to complete the dishonour you bring 
on our race, by clothing yourself in the 
contemptible habit of a Jesuit, to follow a 
profession disgraceful to your birth? Since 
you have not respected the honour of my 
family, nor the authority of those placed over 
you, prepare to feel the whole weight of my 
resentments; the golden chains I had pree 
pared for your glory and dignity, shall be 
changed into those of iron, for your shame 
and punishment. This you may expect, 
and be assured it is the only mark by which 
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you shall henceforth know me as your 
Father!”’ 

The heart of Stanislaus was however too 
firmly fixed in virtue, to be shaken by this 
attack, Like an aged oak, which braves the 
violence of the storm, and whose young. 
branches seem to conquer the tempest by 
bending to its fury, so did he now appear. 
Superior to the vain reflections of a silly 
worldly pride, he ridiculed and despised 
them; if he were sad, or wept on this occa- 
sion, it was only for the blindness of world- 
lings. ** Alas!” said he, ‘*they esteem what 
they should despise, and despise what they 
should esteem; ah! if my father knew that 
I here enjoy such perfect happiness, he 
would not have written to me in that.man- 
ner.” Still he lost not his peace of mind, 
but, recommending his father and all events 
to the direction of the Almighty, prepared 
by prayer to reply to his father’s letter; de- 
servedly was he admired for the modesty, 
respect, firmness, and courage, which he 
manifested in declaring t> him his senti- 
ments. It seems as if we hear the answer 
given in former times by the Apostles, when 
summoned %efore the Jewish Sanhedrim, 

F) 
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and forbidden to preach Jesus crucified: 
“God has commanded us to preach Christ 
Jesus, whom shall we obeys the Almighty 
who commands, or you, who forbid us?” 
Such was the reply of Stanislaus to his 
father: 

‘‘Judge, my dear father, if we should obey 
men in preference to God. He has called 
me to his services long since have I placed 
all my glory in ebeying him, and in embrac- 
ing the cross of the Lord Jesus. You can- 
not in justice try to change the vocation of 
your children; on the contrary, when the 
will of God is made known to you, then it 
is your duty to assist them to fulfil it. JT 
have been forced to quit my home and 
country, to fly from you and all my friends, 
to avoid the opposition I should have met, 
but not through want of submission or affec- 
tion for you and them, This was, in fact, 
the only means by which I could accomplish 
the will of God; and in this state I have em- 
braced, I find such perfect happiness, that, 
loving me as you ever did, you would not 
now in anger, deprive me of content and 
peace, which I would not forego for all the 
crowns in the world. This habit is to me 
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the garment of honour, this institute truly 
glorious! ‘This vocation to the Society of 
Jesus, seems to me the highest and most 
honourable in our family; allow me then to 
follow it unmolested; leave me to the Lord, 
to whom I have consecrated my entire being, 
and grant me your paternal blessing.” 

Who wiil not admire in this letter the 
noble sentiments of respectful humility, un- 
conquerable firmness, and unalterable peace, 
which renders the heart that is constantly 
united with God, superior to all earthly ties 
or affections. 

Some days after this, Stanislaus received 
a letter from his brother, much in the same 
style; filled with threats, and then entreaties 
for his return; for Paul, to whom Stanislaus 
had been principally entrusted, knew not how 
to justify himself to his father. Our saint 
who never determined on any thing without 
invoking the light of heaven, delayed some 
days before he decided on answering his 
brother; and as he was principally anxious 
for his conversion, he engaged his pious 
companions in the novitiate, to unite with 
him in obtaining this from heaven. The 
Almighty, in his infinite gooduess, heard 
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these fervent supplications; and though death 
prevented our saint from writing to his 
brother, the account which shortly after 
reached Paul of his short but angelic career, 
succeeded in rousing all his better feelings, 
and, as we shall see in the sequel, was the 
cause of his dying in the odour of sanctity. 
O great power of Example! O wonderful 
efficacy of prayer. 


CHAPTER IX. 


ee 


Happy death of Stanislaus. Extraor- 
dinary events by which it was acs 
companied. 


Deatu, introduced into the world by the fall 
of Adam, is the punishment of sin. Never- 
theless, the souls of the just are in the hands 
of God, and the terrors of death are to them 
unknown. These terrors are reserved for 
the impious, but the just are ever in peace. 
Thus in Scripture, the death of the saints is 
called a sweet sleep; their death is precious 
in the sight of God. To no one more justly 
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than to blessed Stanislaus, can be applied 
what Solomon says in general of a virtuous 
man that dies young: *‘ Being made perfect 
in a short space, he fulfilled a long times 
for his soul pleased God, therefore he has- 
tened to bring him out of the midst of ini- 
quities. ”? 

The death of Stanislaus was a death caused 
by love, by those intense feelings of divine 
love, which, during life, filled his heart; thus 
passing to that immense and eternal ocean 
of love, which for all eternity would unite 
him to the one unchanging good. His heart, 
like a living flame, ever turned to its sphere; 
and that sphere, that centre, was his God. 
jt was from the violent effects of this love 
that his strength failed, and his pure soul 
fled to the bosom of the Divinity. Let us 
admire the wonderful prodigies which sig- 
nalized so sweet and precious a death! 

Stanislaus had nor been quite ten months 
in the novitiate, when he was forewarned of 
his approaching end; this was communi- 
cated to him in August, 1568. In a con- 
versation which he had with one of the 
Fathers, relating te the assumption of the 
blessed virgin, which festival was near, this 
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devoted son of Mary thus expressed himself: 
—‘*Ah! my father, how happy a day for the 
saints was that, on which the blessed virgin 
‘triumphantly entered heaven. I am _ per- 
suaded that they, as well as we, annually 
celebrate it, by some testimony of their joy, 
and I hope to see the next celebration of it 
in their company!”’ For this end, he ceased 
not to pour forth the most ardent desires 
of his heart, and offered the most fervent 
prayers; with tears he conjured this tender 
mother to hear him, and call him. to witness 
her glory on this festival. Mary was moved 
by these fond and filial entreaties, and in- 
teriorly spoke to him these words, ‘*You 
shall behold me and the glory I enjoy. in 
heaven, on the day you have asked.” Filled 
with this hope, which was founded on the 
promise made him by the queen of heaven, 
ke confidently spoke of his approaching 
death, and announced it as certain. The 
state of his health, which then appeared 
robust and vigorous, caused little attention 
to be paid to his words; but he rejoiced, 
feeling convinced, that the words he had 
interiorly heard would be fulfilled. On the 
tenth of this month, the feast of St. Lawrence, 
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Stanislaus prayed with unusual fervour; this 
glorious martyr was his patron saint for the 
month. ‘The pious custom of assigning to 
each one, by lot, a monthly patron, had 
been introduced into the Society by Saint 
Francis Borgia; it is now adopted in all 
religious communities, and well regulated 
families, who derive from it much spiritual 
advantage. ‘I'he fervent youth prepared him- 
self to honour his patron by extraodinary 
austerities; and the historians of his life 
relate, that he wrote his desire to die, and 
entreated the illustrious martyr to present it 
at the throne of Mary, and obtain a favour- 
able answer. ‘*Oh! my good and powerful 
mother,** he wrote, ‘‘you who have ever 
listened to my entreaties, hear the most 
fervent wish I now address to you; ar- 
dently do I desire to behold you, to gaze 
on your beauty, and witness your eternal 
and ever-increasing glory. I cannot longer 
live separated from you; hear me, dearest 
mother, and guide me to you!” I[t would 
be impossible to express the lively feelings 
of devotion with which, on that day (10th of 
August), he united himself to Jesus in the 
holy communion; by their effects, can they 
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alone be understood. We are informed he 
again received an interior commun.cation, 
that his prayer had been favourably received. 
Transported with joy, on leaving the holy 
table, he spoke of his approaching death as 
certain; his words seemed strange to many, 
who then beheld him in seemingly perfect 
health; but Stanislaus could not be deceived, 
he had heard the promise of Mary, and his 
mind was enlightened by close communion 
with Jesus. At the end of that day, the 
holy novice was seized with a slight fever, 
and his Superior judged it advisable for him 
to retire to beds this first mark that God 
had heard his prayers, occasioned in his 
heart a joy that was observed in his coun- 
tenance. He then made the sign of the 
cross over the bed, saying aloud, ‘*Oh! I 
can no longer doubt that my wishes have 
been heard by Heaven; never more shall I 
rise hence.”? These werds, on the present 
occasion, seemed even more extraordinary 
thar. when he first spoke of his death, for 
the physicians and attendants pronounced 
the fever to be so slight, that a miracle alone 
could make him die from its effects. But 
the death of Stanislaus was in itself a miracle 
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caused by love, which, increasing hourly in 
his heart, enabled him to speak with cer- 
tainty, of his approaching dissolution, with 
all the fervour of a seraph, sighing to enjoy. 
his God for eternity. During his sickness, 
his thoughts unceasingly dwelt on the ap- 
proaching solemnity of the assumption, and 
he continually spoke of it in the tenderest 
and most energetic manner.. He continued 
without any increase of fever until the four- 
teenth day of the month; but then it took a 
serious turn, and the assistants began to 
believe that his words had been prophetic. 
About midnight he fell into a swoon; ** Alas!” 
cried all present, ‘* we shall lose him, he has 
spoken too truly.”” The sad news of his 
approaching death quickly spread through 
Rome, and from all the colleges, the students 
hastened to witness the departure from this 
world of the young and beloved saint, their 
model, friend, and companion. Stanislaus 
wished to die as a penitent: no sooner had 
he recovered from the fearful swoon, than 
he earnestly requested his Superiors to allow 
him to receive the last sacraments prostrate 
on the ground, and breathe his last sigh in 
that penitential posture. His request was 
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granted, and thus, amidst the sobs of all 
present, he received the viaticum and ex- 
treme unction. Having spent some time 
in fervent acts of thanksgiving, he then 
expressed his gratitude to the Fathers of 
the Society, who had received him, and ever 
treated him with affectionate tenderness; he 
then asked pardon of all for the bad example 
which he might have given them These 
words increased the affliction of all present; 
the novices having approached near to the 
expiring saint, he, in his usual amiable man- 
ner, listened to their requests, promised to 
be their advocate at the throne of God, 
and to recommend them all to his blessed 
mother; then, with aw energy which asto- 
nished all who knew to what a state of 
debility he had been reduced, he spoke of 
her goodness, of her powerful protection, 
and left them this last sweet counsel, ** Zove 
Mary!? Midnight passed, and the fever 
still continued to increase, as did also the 
violent transports of love, which made him 
sigh for an entire and perfect union with the 
Divinity. During this time Stanislaus spoke 
but with his God; he frequently kissed an 
image of the blessed virgin which he held 
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in his hand, and kept his beads twined round 
his arm. One of the Fathers asked him 
what use he could make of the rosary in his 
present weak state, **It is a buckler, father,” 
he calmly replied, ‘*by which the mother of 
God protects and shields me from the arrows 
of hell.”? Oh! how truly did this blessed 
mother protect him; she came, accompanied 
by a glorious troop of virgins, to receive 
his soul, and bear it to the kingdom of eternal 
bliss! 

The sun had but just risen to announce 
the glorious festival of Mary’s triumph, when 
the countenance of the seraphic youth beamed 
with a brilliant and serene joy. One mo 
ment after, and he calmly expired! no change 
could be observed on him; no paleness over- 
spread his countenance; the same bloom and 
beauty, and gentle sweetness, remained un- 
altered; and the flight of the pure spirit was 
only perceived, when, on presenting him the 
image of his blessed Mother, he evineed not 
his usual demonstrations of affection. This 
happy death took place on the 15th August, 
in the year 1568, towards the close of his 
18th year, and in the tenth month of his no- 
vitiate. 
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Stanislaus was not tall, but very beautiful; 
a beauty that breathed devotion, and com- 
manded respect; his hair black; his eyes 
dark blue, and most brilliant: all who locked 
at him felt their hearts excited to the love 
of virtue; even after his death, these feelings 
seemed more powerfully roused from the se- 
raphic appearance of his lifeless remains. 
No horror was felt at the sight of his corpse; 
on the contrary, every oue seemed to ex- 
perience an unusual comfort and heavenly 
sweetness, whilst they knelt with respect to 
kiss his hands and feet; and vied with each 
other in testifying the respect and veneration 
which they bore to the memory of the holy 
novice. His remains were deposited in a 
leaden coffin, and though not embaimed, con- 
tinued for some years without any tendency 
to corruption. 

Clement VIII, was the first whe publicly 
bestowed on Stanislaus the title of Blessed, 
and allowed his feast to be annually cele- 
brated in the city of Pultowa; this brief he 
granted in 1602. In 1706, Clement X, 
named him one of the principal patrons of 


Poland. 
In 1618, Paul V, published @ brief, by 
7 
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which he granted the petition of Sigismond 
III, King of Poland, that this feast should 
be celebrated throughout all his dominions, 
which brief was received in Poland and 
Lithuania with great joy; from that time the 
festival of the Saint has been celebrated with 
extraordinary pomp and devotion. He was 
canonized at the same time as Saint Aloy- 
sius Gonzaga, 1726, under the Pontificate 
of Benedict XIII. Never did two Saints so 
closely resemble each other, as Saints Stanis- 
laus and Aloysius;—the latter was born the 
very year that the former died, as if Provi- 
dence had wished to give to the world a worthy 
successor of this angelic youth. 


CHAPTER X. 


The efficacy of his intercession with 
God 


Tue death of Stanislaus was like a brilliant 
light which illumined the entire city of Rome; 
his flight to heaven like a thunderbolt, which 
roused the capital of the Christian world to 
admire, in the departed youth, a hero formed 
by the Divinity as the model of every virtue! 

The vallies, hills, and even sumptuous 
streets of Rome, resounded with these ex- 
clamations: ‘*The young Scint is dead! 
The hero of our age—the angel of innocence, 
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has fled to heaven! the fervent novice of the 
Society of Jesus, the Saint so devoted to the 
Mother of God, has been called, on the very 
day he foretold, to share in her glorious 
triumphs! Stanislaus de Kostka has fled from 
earth!” 

To strive and represent this brilliant glory, 
to retrase the triumph of grace in his heart; 
to recall his tnany acts of heroism, the most 
celebrated painters of Rome took up their 
pencils, and the most illustrious writers their 
pens. These writings and pictures enkindled 
in the heart not only a profound esteem and 
Jove for this heroic youth, but an ardent de- 
. sire to walk in his footsteps. Wonderful 
were the conquests daily made by his power- 
ful intercession in heaven. No one of these, 
however, was so striking as the conversion of 
his brother Paul, his former cruel persecutor, 
and which was the first he obtained, as shall 
be seen in the next chapter. 

Like a brilliant star did the fame of his 
sanctity shine, and pass from province te 
province, from city to city, even from na- 
tion to nation. The praises of the young 
and admirable hero who died at Rome, re- 
sounded through all Italy, reached Germany 
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and Poland, and passed thence to the Brazils 
and Mexico. Through all these countries, 
his virtues were the theme of conversation; 
the glorious actions which illustrated his short 
life, were the subject of admiration; every 
one wished for his picture; every heart was 
inflamed with devotion towards him. ‘‘ Mary” 
“being the channel of the divine graces, and 
never refusing any thing to the prayers of 
Stanislaus, we may conclude, that if we call 
on him in the most difficult circumstances, 
we shall experience the effects of the wonder- 
ful power he enjoys inheaven. In this abridg- 
ment of his life, we shall only mention a few 
of the many favours obtained by him for his 
clients, and these have been mentioned on 
oath in the process for his canonization. But 
the most glorious, admirable, and constant 
miracles which were performed by his power, 
were the thousands of souls buried in sin, 
and restored to the life of grace by calling on 
nim for help! How many have been roused 
to fervour by recommeding themselves to 
‘his prayers, or even gazing on his angelic 
countenance as represented in his pictures! 
How many souls, nearly frozen by the chill of 
“death, ve felt themselves reanimated to 
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grace by reflecting on his virtues, and have 
burst the trammels of sin and returned to the 
supernatural light and life of Justice! Stanis- 
laus was for sinners plunged in the darkness 
of crime, like the bright dawn which precedes 
the sun after the darkness of night. Often 
did a fervent prayer, addressed to him, or 
even invoking his name, serve to dissipate 
the deplorable darkness of sin from the heart, 
and prepare it to receive the brilliant rays of 
the Eternal sun of Justice, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom alone all are justified and 
sanctified. 

There is scarcely a city, town, or village 
in Naples, where Stanislaus is not invoked 
as one of the principal patrons and protec- 
tors. It is worthy of remark, that wherever 
this devotion is established, it has introduced 
an unbounded love and confidence in ‘* Mary.” 
At Macevata, is a miraculous image of the 
Saint; and so numerous and remarkable have 
been the miracles performed in this church, 
that crowds continually flock there, from all 
parts of the kingdom, to invoke his protec- 
tion. In every church in the Island of Ischia, 
is to be found a statue or picture of the Saint. 
But we would never end, were we to name 
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all the places where the devotion to Stanislaus 
has been introduced, and is daily increasing. 

Many countries have adopted the pious 
custom of giving his name to their children; 
and they experience the truth of the tradi- 
tion, handed down from father to son in Po- 
land, ** That children who bear his name expe- 
rience his protection, and that peace and union 
reign in such families!”? It is also observed, 
that those families, who endeavour to spread 
this devotion, have ever succeeded in obtain- 
ing both spiritual and temporal blessings 
through this great Saint. 

Amongst the many instances of his protec- 
tion is the following: Some children amus- 
ing themselves on the river Wart, which was 
then frozen, one of them, who was called 
Stanisiaus, fel! into a hole, made in the ice 
for the purpose of getting water, and being 
carried away by the current, was soon out of 
sight. The terrified children, by their shrieks, 
soon attracted a crowd to the banks of the 
river, and every effort was made to assist the 
child, but in vain; the stream had carried 
him away beyond discovery. Three hours 
had been lost in this fruitless search, when 
two Jesuits, who were passing that way. were 
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informed of the melancholy event; all their 
sympathy was aroused for this poor child, 
who was ten years old, and unfortunately not 
a Catholic. Animated with an ardent desire 
of rescuing both soul and body, one of the 
Jesuits was inspired to catl on Saint Stanis- 
laus, whose name the child bore, and entreat 
his assistance on this trying occasion. He 
communicated his thoughts to the assembled 
crowd, who immediately knelt, and united 
with him in prayer. In a loud voice he 
called on the Saint, entreating him to take 
this child under his protection, and save him 
from this sudden and perhaps unprovided 
death. The good Jesuit had no sooner 
finished this humble and fervent prayer, than 
the child’s bdédy was discovered through the 
ice, floating quickly towards some piles, 
which were driven into the bed of the river, 
in order to turn its course towards some mills 
which were at a little distance. The body 
soon reached these, and was carried by the 
rapidity of the stream under the wheel of the 
first mill. All present believed his death 
inevitable; but the Almighty wished thus 
publicly to glorify Saint Stanislaus. No 
sooner was the child extricated from this first 
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danger, rapidly approaching the second wheel, 
than the body was stopt by some loose bran- 
ches which enabled one of the anxious bystan- 
ders to seize it, and bring it to the bank. A 
surgeon was immediately sent for, who used 
every means to restore suspended animation, 
and produce some sign of life; but he retired, 
pronouncing the case to be perfectly hopeless. 
The young Jesuit, however, was not so easily 
discouraged ; he saw that Saint Stanislaus had 
already evinced his protection for this child, 
and felt convinced that he would complete 
the work. With increased confidence he 
calls again on this Seraphic Saint, this fa- 
vourite child of Mary; when lo! to the great 
amazement of all, the boy, who had been left 
by the surgeon as dead, began to move, and, 
gradually recovering, was soon able to ex- 
press his gratitude to the good Jesuit; and 
shortly after applied to the same for instruc- 
tion in our holy religion, which he and his 
family embraced! 

It is also mentioned in the life of this great 
Saint, that an amiable boy, called Albert, 
experienced the effects of his wonderful pro- 
tection. This child was of obscure birth, 
out deservedly esteemed for his superior ta- 
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lents, great virtue, and gentle manners, 
He was particularly distinguished by an an- 
gelic purity, a constant union with God, and 
therefore a spirit of prayer, and wisdom be- 
yond his years; he shunned all suspicious 
companions, and passed his recreation hours 
only with the most exemplary. In fine, he 
was the perfect imitator of Saint Stanislaus 
during life, and therefore his death was like 
to his. He fell ill in May, and from that 
moment began to prepare for the great event 
which he foretold would take place on the 
feast, or Octave of the Ascension. As far as 
his weak state of health permitted, he prac- 
tised every virtue and mortification: his affec- 
tion for and confidence in his beloved patron, 
Saint Stanislaus, hourly increased; and this 
tender and most kind protector favoured him 
with a visit, a short time before his death. 
Being one day in profound prayer, he beheld 
the heavens open, and saw Stanislaus on a 
throne of glory, resplendent with light; the 
Saint advanced towards him, corversed fa- 
miliarly with him for a short time, and fondly 
embraced him. The joy and emotion of little 
Albert was so visible, that his attendants per- 
ceived something most extraordinary must 
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have taken place, an‘, eager to ascertain 
what it could be, questioned him; with the 
simplicity and candour of innocence, the 
happy child communicated the vision with 
which he had been favoured, and shortly af- 
ter yielded up his pure soul into the hands. 
of his Creator, under the protection of his 
holy patron. On the day of his interment, a 
discourse was pronounced on the virtues of 
this blessed child, and the innumerable fa- 
vours obtained by Saint Stanislaus for those 
who are truly devoted to him. 

Never can we sufficiently admire the proofs 
of protection which those cities received that 
had chosen Stanislaus for patron: they are too 
long and too numerous to be inserted in this 
abridgment of his life, and in the bloody and 
continued combats which Poland had to sus- 
tain against the Turks and Tartars, his media- 
tion in favour of his country was ever most 
efficacious. The city of Leopoldine experi- 
enced this ina signal manner. This unhappy 
city was suffering at the same time from the 
terrible scourges of war, famine, and _pesti- 
lence; the miserable inhabitants were reduced 
to the last extremities; their sufferings daily 
increased. ‘The festival of thoir patron, the 
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blessed Stanislaus, at length approached, and 
they determined to celebrate it with heartfelt 
fervour, and with all the pomp their misery 
would permit. The greater number of the 
inhabitants approached the holy communion, 
and with unbounded confidence called on the 
young hero who, at so early an age, had tri- 
umphed over the powers of hell. Shortly af- 
ter, they perceived disorder and terror spread - 
ing amongst the enemies’ ranks; all prepared 
for flight, and the siege was raised. Some 
of the stragglers were seized by the Poles, 
and brought to their camp; on being ques 
tioned as to the cause of their sudden flight, 
they declared that a young man, dressed as an 
Ecclesiastic, and resplendent with glory and 
“majesty, appeared in the midst of their troops; 
in his hand he held a large cross, and, in the 
name of Him who died on it, commanded 
them to raise the siege. Terrified at such 
an unusual sight, and awed by the appearance 
of this messenger from God, every man fled, 
But there is one miracle of Saint Stanis- 
laus, which must be particularly mentioned, 
as it is attended with such circumstances of 
publicity, that its truth has never been ques- 
tioned even by the most severe critic. it 
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was published in Madrid in 1674, and the’ 
following account of itis taken from the tife: 
of Saint Stanislaus, written by Father D?’Or- 
léans.-  - 

In the Novitiate of the Society of Jesus 
at Lima, was a young man called Francis: 
Xavier. He was in the 15th year of his age, 
and had been admitted to the Novitiate about’ 
six months before. On the 17th of October, 
1675, he was deprived by a sudden stroke 
of palsy, of the use of his right hand and 
foot. The physician, a most able and skilful 
person, was immediately sent for; but no 
sooner had he examined the patient, than he 
despaired of his recovery, and pronounced: 
him incurable. Three other physicians who 
were called in, were of the same opinion, and 
one of them was so convinced that the case 
was hopeless, that he recommended the last: 
sacraments to be administered without delay. 
However, all the art of medicine was trieds 
but the novice, far from recovering, grew 
daily worse. Some days after, the physician 
who had been sent by the Viceroy of Peru to 
visit‘a sick novice, was prevailed on to ex- 
amine Francis Xavier; upon trying to make 
lim bend his arm and hand, he found both, 
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were motionless, and the entire right side 
completely dead. He therefore confirmed 
the decision of the other physicians, who had 
pronounced the case hopeless. 

Thus abandoned by earthly physicians, the 
novice sought relief from a heavenly one; and 
from whom could a novice more surely expect 
his cure than from Stanislaus, a novice like 
himself. The 13th of November, the feast 
of Stanislaus, the patron of novices, the So- 
ciety of Jesus celebrate with great devotion. 
On that day the novices of Lima honour their 
patron in a hermitage, which is erected in the 
garden of the Novitiate. This hermitage they 
adorned with green branches and festoons of 
flowers, and displayed their most precious 
and costly ornaments on the altar where mass 
was celebrated, and where all the novices re- 
ceived the holy communion except Brother 
Francis Xavier, whom illness confined to bed, 
and who earnestly requested that he might 
not be deprived of the bread of angels, on the 
festival of a saint to whom the angels had 
brought it more than once. 

In the course of the day, some of the no- 
Vices visited the sick youth, and one of them 
who had entered the Novitiate on the same 
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day as Xavier, and who was very much grieved 
at seeing his companion in that pitiable state, 
intreated him to apply to the affected parts 
a picture of blessed Stanislaus; that this holy 
novice having obtained health and relief for 
so many, could not refuse to listen to the 
prayers offered by a novice, and in a No- 
vitiate of the Society, on his own festival. 
The proposal seemed so reasonable to the 
suffering paralytic, that he willingly assented 
to the remedy; and having asked for a pic- 
ture, obtained from his friend one which re- 
presented Stanislaus receiving the holy com- 
munion from the hands of angels. At the 
sight of this picture he felt a secret joy, as if 
he beheld the author of his cure. Then con- 
fidently trusting to obtain health through the 
intercession of Saint Stanislaus, he made a 
solemn vow as follows: ‘‘I bind myself to 
say every day of my life, an Our Father and 
a Hail Mary, in honour of our holy novices 
to fast on bread and water the eve of his 
feast; and to make, once more than is usual, 
the spiritual retreat of our holy Father Igna- 
tius, in honour of his blessed son Stanislaus.” 
Having said this, he took the picture with 
his left hand, and applied it to his right; when 
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instantly he began to move that hand! He 
then applied the picture to his arm, to the 
shoulder, and every partit touched immediately 
recovered sensation and motion. He next 
applied it to his leg and foot, and experienced 
the same effects. In fine, having drawn the 
picture down his right side, that side which 
till then was lifeless, recovered its natural 
feeling, and became as free from palsy as if 
it had never been affected. 

The three novices who were eyewitnesses 
of all this, could scarcely believe what they 
saw; and the invalid himself almost doubted 
what he felt. To ascertain the reality of the 
cure, he bent his arm and band, and turned 
his leg in every cirection. No longer could 
there be a doubt of what was so evident, and 
all exclaimed, ‘*A miracle! a miracle!?? In 
the transports of their delight, they rushed to 
the apartment of the Superior, crying out 
aloud, ‘*A miracle of blessed Stanislaus!?? 
The Superior, far from crediting the report 
of these young men, chid them for their levity 
and thoughtlessness, Going however, soon 
after, to the apartment of Brother Francis 
Xavier, he witnessed the truth of what he had 
just heard The report of this miracle being 
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spread, drew to the Novitiate a vast con- 
course of visitors, of whom some shed tears 
of joy and devotion; and all praised and 
thanked God, and his servant Stanislaus. 

They then asked Xavier if he would not 
go and thank his benefactor in the chapel 
erected to his honour. ‘* Willingly,”? an- 
swered he, ‘provided I be carried;” for 
though perfectly cured, he feared not having 
strength enough to walk thither. ‘*Carried 
you must not be,” replied the Superior; ‘you 
must not go there as an invalid; your cure, 
if miraculous, must be perfect.” ‘‘Give me 
then my clothes,” replied the novice, ‘since 
I am to go as convalescent.” 

He then dressed without help, and walked 
with a firm and steady pace to the chapel, 
accompanied in solemn procession by the 
community and novices. In passing a pri- 
vate oratory, Xavier made a profound genu- 
flection, and: raised himself again without 
lifficulty; when they arrived at the hermitage, 
» solemn Ze Deum was entoned in thanksgiv- 
ang to God for so great a miracle. Next day 
a solemn high mass was sung in the church 
of the Novitiate; at which assisted an im- 
mense oe of people, attracted from all 
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parts by the report of the miracle. After 
mass, the novice presented himself at the 
rails of the altar, to gratify the desire of the 
people, who wished to learn from his own 
mouth the circumstances of his miraculous 
cure, which he related with candour and sin- 
cerity. The following day he appeared in 
the streets of Lima, and waited upon the 
Vicar-general (the See being vacant), request- 
ing him to give orders for an authentic and 
judicial account of his miraculous cure to 
be drawn up. This was done in due form, 
and attested upon oath by the five physicians 
who have been mentioned, the surgeon of the 
Novitiate, and all who witnessed the fact. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Conversion of Paul Kostka. 


Tue life of Paul Kostka is too closely con- 
nected with that of Saint Stanislaus, not to 
form a part of this narrative. Indeed justice 
requires, that as the readers have been in- 
formed in the first part of this work, of the 
disorderly life of this young nobleman, se 
now they should be acquainted with hie re- 
pentances; thus, if they have hitherto con- 
sidered him as the persecutor of his brother, 
they may henceforth honour him as the tmi- 
Yator of his virtues, and never cease to vless 
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the mercies of God, who ‘is able from 
stones to raise up children to Abraham.” 
Matt. iii. 9. 

Some years after the death of Saint Stanis- 
Jaus, when the fame of his sanctity began to be 
spread through Poland, his brother Paul, who 
was now become more sedate, and more 
capable of profiting of the good example 
which his angelic brother had formerly given 
him, felt himself at once interiorly touched 
both with regret for having persecuted him, 
and with a sincere desire of copying his vir- 
tues. The Almighty, who determined to 
lead him gradually to perfection, prevented 
him from engaging in marriage. Many ad- 
vantageous proposals had been at different 
times made him, to some of which he listened 
with eagerness and pleasures but they were 
always broken off by some unforeseen ob- 
stacles, before they could be concluded. 
Being still free, when it pleased God to in- 
spire him with a desire for a more regular 
course of life, he resolved not to marry, lest 
the cares inseparable from that state might 
divide and distract his heart, which he now 
wished to consecrate to God, without reserve. 

The retreat of Paul from the world caused 
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® great sensation, and exposed him to much 
censure and ridicule. His relatives and 
friends omitted no opportunity of represent- 
ing to him, that he did a considerable injury 
to his family by following a line of life which 
secluded him from every lucrative and hono- 
rable employment; that his race was almost 
extinct, for want of persons capable of sup- 
porting its dignity, and preserving its names 
and that he could not, without injustice, 
thus blight all the hopes of his relatives, and 
the ancient dependents of his family, whose 
fortunes were attached to his; that men of his 
rank and quality had not the right which other 
men have, to renounce interests, so intimately 
connected with those of others; that his family 
had already suffered too great a loss in the 
person of little Stanislaus, without his contri- 
buting to deprive it of its only surviving prop, 
by so ill-timed a secession. 

These remonstrances, which reminded Paul 
of those which he himself had formerly made 
to his brother on a similar occasion, brought 
to his mind, at the same time, the judicious 
answer of the pious youth; and he now urged 
the same with advantage in defence of his own 


proceedings. With a candid freedom, e¢, 
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yet amiable sweetness, he assured them, that 
he regretted they had founded <a him hopes 
which were in direct opposition to what God 
required; but that such being the case, it was 
wholly out of his power to gratify those hopes; 
that he was not anxious to preserve his name 
here on earth, where it must necessarily soon 
perish, but his ambition was to labour and 
deserve to have it written in the book of lifes 
that it was unreasonable to require of him to 
neglect his own perfection, in order to pro- 
mote the aggrandizement of others; that as 
he coveted for himself no good but that of 
being friend with God, so he desired nothing 
else for those he loved; nor did he desire any 
higher glory for his family, than to see all who 
bore the name of Kostka, distinguished by 
the virtues of his brother Stanislaus. 

Thus it was that Paul justified his conduct 
to those, who, by ties of consanguinity or 
friendship, were entitled to an explanation; 
but as to what was said in the world, amongst 
those who were not interested in his proceed- 
ings, he gave himself no trouble whatsoever 
in refuting their sarcasms. He well knew 
that his conduct was a subject of public rail- 
lery; that it had rendered him contemptible 
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in the eyes of many who had before esteemed 
him; and that even those who applauded him 
for embracing the cause of virtue, still blamed 
him for doing it so openly and publicly; a step, 
which they deemed highly imprudent, since, 
without producing any good, it deprived him 
of the liherty of returning to the world, should 
he grow disgusted with retirement. To all 
this, Paul gave no other answer than the 
words of the Apostle, which he adopted for 
his motto during life, and caused to be en- 
graved on his tomb after death: Won erubesco 
Evangelium (Rom, i. 16); wishing thereby 
to testify that he blushed not at following the 
maxims of the Gospel. On the contrary, he 
was filled with extreme confusion, whenever 
he reflected on the many years he had spent 
without following them. 

Like the Apostle of the Gentiles, he up- 
braded himself with having opposed the doc- 
trine of Jesus Christ, and persecuted his 
Saints; and God, who had decreed to Jead 
him to perfection, through the thorny ways 
of penance, incessantiy revived in his mind 
the remembrance of his harsh and cruel con- 
duct towards little Stanislaus, so that he con- 
tinually lived in a holy hatred of himself, and 
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an insatiable desire of sufferings; thereby to 
explate, in some degree, those which he had in- 
flicted on his sainted brother. He never spoke 
of them but with tears of bitter companction; 
and seemed to find a satisfaction in detailing 
to his friends the unjust cruelty with which 
he had treated him, and the unalterable meek- 
ness with which the heroic child suffered. 
He spent a considerable time every day before 
his brother’s picture, prostrate on the ground, 
or extending his arms in form of a cross, 
shedding a torrent of tears, and sometimes 
mingling his blood hy a severe scourging, 
This was seen by a young nobleman, who 
frequently declared that he was eyewitness 
of the following fact: 

Paul went one day to visit a young noble- 
man of the house of Lustra, and being invited 
to pass the night there, was at bedtime con- 
ducted to the apartment which had been pre- 
pared. When those who accompanied him 
to the chamber had retired, he also dismissed 
his own attendants; and thinking himself un- 
observed, he prostrated himself in prayer, and 
passed in that way a considerable part of the 
night. This was followed by a severe dis- 
cipline, which he continued for a long time. 
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sighing deeply, and frequently repeating these 
words: ‘*Oh! pardon me, my dear and huly 
brothers forgive the wrongs which I have done 
thee, and pray for me a miserable sinner.” 
After this, Paul composed himself to rest, 
without noticing an adjoining closet, from 
which one of the children, the same whom we 
mentioned, was witness of all that passed. 
Struck with a conduct so extraordinary in a 
person of Paul’s quality, and not knowing to 
what cause to attribute it, the child fancied 
he had killed his brother, and that what he 
witnessed was a penance enjoined him for that 
crime; but he was undeceived the following 
morning: when relating what he had seen, 
before some well acquainted with the life of 
this nobleman, he was informed by them who 
the brother was whom Paul had persecuted, 
and the nature of those persecutions. If the 
suspicions of the child occasioned some degree 
of amusement to those who heard them, what 
he related caused no less astonishment. They 
could not conceive how a youthful frowardness 
so common in families where there are brothers 
of different dispositions, could have made so 
deep an impression on the mind of Paul, as 
to a him to expiate it by so long a 
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penance; for Stanislaus had at that time been 
dead above forty years. How much more 
would they have been surprized, had they 
been informed that during that long period, 
Paul had spent almost every night in the same 
manner, usually sleeping on the bare ground, 
although he was very infirm, and his consti- 
tut.on greatly impaired by fasting and other 
severe austerities. 

He usually resided at Prasnitz, as that 
town was not far from his own estate. He had 
there founded an hospital, and taken a house 
near, that he might constantly enjoy the hap- 
piness of serving and assisting the poor. This 
he did with truly paternal tenderness, antici- 
pating their wants, and sparing neither ex- 
pense nor trouble for their relief. His house 
was the general resort of pilgrims, and of all 
who had not the means of procuring lodgings 
elsewhere. He received them with an open 
and cheerful countenance, washed their feet, 
served them at table, and at their departure 
gave them alms to continue their journey in 
proportion to their exigencies. ‘T'o judge by 
‘the space of time which Paul employed in 
these charitable exercises, one would have 
thought that he had little leisure left, even for 
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necessary repose. He contrived nowever, to 
spare much for prayer, in which he was ex- 
tremely assiduous. He daily recited the 
priest’s office, rose at two in the morning to 
say matins, and after a severe discipline, 
spent the remaining time till day-break, in 
profound contemplation. He felta particular 
love in meditating on the passion of Christ, 
and experienced so much sweetness in that 
holy exercise, as sometimes to spend the 
entire night in fervent colloquies with Jesus 
crucified. He also had a tender devotion to 
the blessed sacrament of the altar, daily heard 
several masses, and whenever by travelling 
he was deprived of that happiness, on arriving 
at any town which had a church, however late 
it might be, he repaired thither to indulge his 
devotion in presence cf the blessed sacrament. 
Whenever, on his journeys, he passed near a 
pious image or altar, he ordered his carriage 
to stop, and alighted to pray, often falling 
prostrate on the ground. Kneeling was the 
usual posture in which he addressed Almighty 
God; the skin of tis knees therefore became 
quite callous. 

Paul Kostka was now near sixty years of 
age, when, desirous of making his sacrifice 
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complete, he formed the design of becoming 
a Jesuit. He first applied to the Provincial 
of Poland, but his request being rejected on 
account of his advanced age and broken con- 
stitution, he wrote to the General of the Order, 
who willingly granted his petition, through 
respet to the memory of his brother, who had 
been lately honoured with the title of Blessed, 
as also on account of Paul’s own virtues; 
rightly judging that a saint, however infirm and 
decrepid, could never be useless in a commu- 
nity as long as he was able to pray and suffer. 

On receiving the General’s letter, our holy 
penitent began to settle his affairs, that he 
might enter into the Novitiate with perfect 
liberty of spirit, and without any other con- 
cern than that of labouring with redoubled 
fervour to perfect himself in his new calling. 
But God was satisfied with his good inten- 
tions; for having gone soon after to Petrieof, 
to adjust some legal formalities which were 
requisite for the validity of certain pious be- 
quests specified in his will, he fell sick there, 
and died in the odour of sanctity. No ono 
surely who reads this narrative, can possibly 
doubt of his being chiefly indebted for this 
blessing to the powerful intercession of his 
sainted brother. 


A SHORT NOVENA 


IN HONOUR OF 


SAINT STANISLAUS KUSTKA. 


Turis short novena in honour of Saint Stanis- 
laus, is divided into three parts: in the first 
we shall consider his great and eminent, 
sanctity; in the second, the means he employed 
to arrive at such exalted perfection; and in 
the third, the profit he derived from his con- 
stant perseverance in the practice of piety. 
The manner of performing the novena is 
as follows: attentively reflect on the short 
meditation which shall be given on some re- 
markable virtue of the saint; fervently recite 
the prayers to obiain the same virtue ibrough 
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his intercession; and conclude by another, 
humbly entreatirg this great suint to procure 
for you relief, both in your spiritual and tem- 
poral necessities, desiring particularly to imi- 
tate him and advance daily in virtue. Fre- 
quently repeat during the day the aspiration, 
which will serve to recall to mind the subject 
of the meditation. Should you wish to honour 
particularly the ten months passed by this 
seraphic novice in his novitiate, read one 
of these meditations on each of the ten Sun- 
days preceeding his feast, commencing on the 
the Sundays previous to the Nativity, or the 
second Sunday of September. May the re- 
membrance of this great saint be ever present 
to you, and excite you to advance daily in 


perfection. 


FIRST DAY. 


Buptismal innocence preservea by Saint 
Stanislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


Tue road which leads to heaven, must be 
gained either by innocence or repentance! 
Alas! which of us can flatter ourselves that 
we have preserved our baptismal innocence 
as did Saint Stanislaus? From the first dawn 
of reason, this great saint consecrated him- 
self entirely to God; faithful then to this first 
grace, he deserved to be favoured with a pe- 
culiar one, which enabled him to preserve hig 
soul pure and stainless amidst dangers, per- 
secutions, and worldly pleasures. Count- 
ing as nothing all that the world esteems, he 
sought but for those true riches which are 
found in the practice of virtue. How misera 
ble will be our eternal fate, if, after having 
unfortunately abandoned the path of inno- 
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eence, we do not labour to gain that of re- 
pentance. Placing ourselves now ander the 
protection of this angelic saint, the model, 
both of innocence and penance, let us begin 
this novena by imitating him, and entreating 
him to obtain for us a true change of heart; 
that we may henceforth lead a truly Christian 
and penitential life. 


PRAYER. 


O great Saint Stanislaus! my special pa-. 
tron, model of innocence and sanctity! how 
great is my confusion, when I compare your 
angelic life with my criminal conduct. Most 
humbly do I now entreat of you, by that great 
charity which animated your heart for sin- 
ners, to obtain for me so perfect a spirit of 
penance, as that I may regain that innocence 
which I have lost by sin, and thus truly enter 
on the path of salvation. O great Saint! 
by the wonderful power you have received 
from Heaven of changing the most obdurate 
hearts, take mine, I entreat of you, under 
your protection, and enable it to be faithful 
to grace which continually urges it to the 
practice of more heroic virtue ot perfectior 


Amen. 
Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias, &c. 
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ASPIRATION. 


Mosr blessed Saint Stanislaus! by your stains 
less purity, obtain for me the grace of true 
sorrow for mv sins. 


A PRAYER, 
TO RECITE EACH DAY OF THE NOVENA. 


Srerapnic and innocent Saint Stanislaus! 
unworthy as I am to be your devoted client, 
I humbly prostrate myself before your glo- 
rious throne, and, with sentiments of the 
tenderest affection, offer myself to be your 
obedient servant. Most sincerely do I re- 
joice at the plenitude of glory and happiness 
you now enjoy, and which is the reward of 
your stainless innocence and perfect charity. 
A thousand and a thousand thanks do I ren- 
der the adorable Trinity, who enriched you, 
whilst on earth, with the sweet and powerful 
influence of divine grace. I thank the Eter- 
nal Father, who, to prove his love for you, 
miraculously marked you even in the womb 
with the sacred name of his Son Jesus! [I 
thank the adorable Son, who deigned te ap- 
pear to yeu under the form of an infant; 
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thus rejoicing and strengthening your young 
heart, and afterwards deigned to nourish you 
with his sacred body and blood by the hands 
of angels. I thank the Holy Spirit, for hay- 
ing enkindled in your pure soul, those flames 
of divine love which served to consume your 
chaste body. O my beloved Patron! by all 
these favours, and the innumerable others 
which the Almighty bestowed on you during 
your mortal life, I humbly entreat of you to 
obtain for me a lively sorrow for my past in- 
fidelities, and that horror for sin which will 
make me prefer death to the slightest fault. 
May I imitate your example by despising the 
things of this world, and labour to obtain a 
happy eternity, for which alone I was created; 
may I daily advance as you did in the perfect 
love of Jesus and Mary. O great Saint 
Stanislaus! be ever my protector and advo- 
cate at the throne of God, during my life, and 
when the awful moment of death approaches, 
strengthen and support me; intercede for me, 
with our blessed mother, that I may expire ag 
you did, in her arms, and be quickly ad- 
mitted to gaze on her ineffable perfections, 
and to praise and bless God, during all 
eternity, in company with you my glorious 
Patien. Amen. 


SECOND DAY. 


Pirginal purity of Saint Stanislaus. 


(REFLECTION. 


Ir but too often happens, that the dreadful 
sin of impurity is the first which deprives the 
soul of innocence. Stanislaus was justly 
called a terrestrial angel, for so jealously did 
he guard this beautiful yet delicate virtue, 
that an equivocal expression, or immodest 
look, sufficed to make him faint. Oh! how 
blind are those who imagine that they can re- 
main stainless in the midst of dangers which 
the world and pleasures offer'to them. ‘‘In 
this combat,”? says Saint Philip Neri, ‘he 
only is conqueror who takes flight.”” Cuare- 
fully then shun all those occasions which may 
wean your heart from the love of God, or 
your mind from the remembrance of his pre- 
sence. 
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PRAYER. 


Groriovs Saint Stanislaus! angel of purity! 
whose stainless innocence of heart shone forth 
in your countenance; prostrate at your feet, 
I humbly and confidently entreat you to ob- 
tain for me from heaven the grace of true con- 
trition, by which I may be purified from my 
mary sins; assist me during the remainder 
of my life to follow your example, and watch 
with such vigilance over my heart, that it 
may ever be the temple of the God of purity, 
whose delight is to dwell with the chil- 
dren of men. Amen. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorivs; then 
recite the Prayer, page 105, and the Litany 
of the Saint, page 128. 


ASPIRATION 


Ancgtic Stanislaus! you who so gloriously 
triumphed over the attacks of passion, assist 
me to overcome mine this day, and through- 
out all my life. 


THIRD DAY. 
The wonderful charity of Saint Stanislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


In proportion as the heart ‘s freed from all 
earthly aflections, so is it filled with celestial 
ones. Stanislaus knew how little to be valued 
was all. that which the world esteems and 
seeks; he understood the vanity and misery 
of all things under the sun, therefore his heart | 
was filled and deeply penetrated with that 
ardent charity and love for God, the only 
true and immutable Good, who can alone ren- 
der man happy! These flames of love burned 
so strongly in his soul, that his countenance, 
his words and actions, were like so many 
darts which seemed to enkindle the same in 
others, and made them ardently sigh to re- 
semble him. Oh! how many tepid souls have 
been roused to fervour, in looking at, or con- 
versing with, this burning seraph. Would 
you vee preserve charity, and increase it 
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daily in your heart? imitate Saint Stanislaus, 
by avoiding even the shadow of sin; thus you 
will acquire it, and with it perfect happiness 


PRAYER. 


O most amiable Saint Stanislaus! I now have 
recourse to you with unbounded confidence, 
entreating you to obtain for me even one spark 
of that divine charity, which filled your pure 
heart. Alas! I have never as yet tasted the 
sweetness of this pure love for my God; my 
heart has ever been tepid and cold in his ser- 
vice. Obtain then for me, I entreat of you, 
a perfect change of heart, that being united 
to him here below by the constant practice of 
perfect charity,*I may deserve to love and 
enjoy him in heaven through all eternity, in 
company with you my glorious Patron. Amen 
Three Paters, ves, and Glorias; with 
Prayer, page 105, and Litany, page 128 


ASPIRATION 


Serapuic Stanislaus! obtain that the flame of 
divine love may be enkindled in my heart, 
and that I may each day advance in the pure 
love of Jesus and Mary. 


FOURTH DAY. 


Faithful correspondence of Saint Stunislaus 
with grace. 


REFLECTION. 


Our sanctity and perfection entirely depend 
on faithfully corresponding with grace. Stan- 
islaus was able to say, with sincerity, that 
when the Almighty manifested himself to his 
young mind, he immediately consecrated his 
life and love to the divine service, with a firm 
determination to fulfill all that God required 
of him. The divine master wishes him ‘‘to 
quit his country and his Father’s house;’? 
Stanislaus does not hesitate, but courageously 
submits to the orders of Heaven, and to prove 
his obedience, undertakes a journey of twelve 
hundred miles. 

If we are really anxious for our salvation, 
let us also obey the will of Heaven even in 
trivial matters, and piace all our confidence 
in God; if we desire our spiritual advancee 
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ment, let us faithfully correspond with graces 
if we determine to arrive at the eternal glory, 
‘et us imitate Stanislaus in triumphing over 
all difficulties, and conquering the feelings 
of nature. 


PRAYER. 


Betovrp Saint Stanislaus! humbly prostrate 
at your feet, I now see and acknowledge that 
my continual resistance to grace has caused 
all my misery. Would that I had imitated 
your fidelity, then I should have received the 
choicest blessings of heaven. From this mo- 
ment I am determined to take you for my mo- 
del; assist me to be faithful in every duty, to 
reform my tepid life, and in all things to fol- 
low your example: these are the chief favours 
I now ask of God, through your powerful in- 
tercession. Amen. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorras; with 
Prayer, page 105, and Litany, page 128. 


ASPIRATION. 


Great Saint! who acquired so high a degree 
of glory, by your fidelity to the will of God; 
obtain that I may ever listen to the voice of 
grace, and obey its dictates. 


FIFTH DAY. 


Continued mortification of Saint Stanislaus, 


REFLECTION. 


To be faithful to the voice of grace, we must 
practice continual mortification. Stanislaus, 
persuaded of this truth, ever looked on his 
body as his greatest enemy. MHair-shirts, 
disciplines, rigorous fasts, were to him but 
slight mortifications; all his care and atten- 
tion were given to guard the entrance of his 
heart from every enemy, and for this end, he 
continually mortified his senses. Evenon the 
bed of death, he wished: to practice this mor- 
tification, and entreated to be allowed to die 
as a penitent, stretched on the ground, with 
a rope round his neck. And we miserable 
sinners, seldom reflect on this awful hour, and 
take little trouble in preparing for it. If we 
wish to purchase a happy eternity, let us seri- 
ously begin by mortifying ourselves like Saint 
Banteay» constantly reflecting on this, his 
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favourite maxim, ‘*I am destined for eternity, 
not for time, which is quickly passing.” 


PRAYER. 


Guontous Saint Stanislaus ! who during your 
innocent life, ceased not to practice the most 
severe mortification; from your high throne 
of glory deign to look on me, pity my miseries, 
and assist me, by your powerful prayers, to 
inortify and overcome my unruly passions; 
teach me that great lesson of sanctity, which 
consists in interior mortification, and death 
to self. After the Almighty and my blessed 
mother, the glorious Virgin Mary, in you I 
place my trust. Amen. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias; with 
Prayer, 105, and Litany, page 128. 


ASPIRATION. 


AncEnic Stanislaus! perfect model of inno- 
cence and purity, assist me to overcome my- 
self in all things, and subdue the rebellious 
feelings of my heart. 


SIXTH DAY 


The great spirit of prayer with which Saint 
Stanislaus was favoured. 


REFLECTION. 


A mortiriep heart, and recollected mind, 
are the principal dispositions for prayer. This 
great gift seemed almost natural to Stanislaus, 
and continuall y increased from the efforts he 
made, and the ardent desire he felt, to belong 
entirely to God. His studies, and every 
action of the day, were with him as prayers, 
because he lost not sight of the presence of 
God, and performed all with the pure inten- 
tion of pleasing the divine majesty; any time 
that was free from study, and a great part of 
every night, he employed in this divine exer- 
cise, and thus learned that true wisdom which 
taught him to despise the things of earth, and 
value alone those of heaven. At prayer, he 
resembled a seraph, and by his fervour, ob- 
tained from heaven innumerable graces, bath 


116 A SHORT NOVENA IN HONUUR OF 


for himself and others. Ah! let us now strive 
and imitate this model of perfect and unceas- 
ing prayer, and if we cannot possess his 
seraphic fervour, at least we can follow his 
example, and never commence any duty 
without fervently imploring the light and 
assistance of God; thus we shall make great 
advances in virtue. 


PRAYER. 


Sain7 Stanislaus, my glorious advocate and 
special protector! behold me prostrate at your 
feet, humbled and ashamed of my spiritual 
blindness and misery. I fervently entreat of 
you to obtain for me that spirit of prayer, 
which will make me advance daily in virtue 
and perfection. Alas! I know not how to 
pray; a thousand trifles constantly dissipate 
and distract me, and turn me from the one 
thing necessary; the care of my eternal salva- 
tion. O most glorious saint! by the sublime 
gift of prayer which you so eminently pos- 
sessed, obtain for me one ray of light from 
the throne of the Godhead, that I may learn, 
at length, to know myself, and correct my 
many faults, and thus hope for the happiness 
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of meeting you in a happy eternity, and unite 
with you in praising our God for endless ages 


ASPIRATION. 


Guoriovs Saint Stanislaus! whose innocent 
and holy life was passed in continual recol- 
lection and union with Jesus and Mary, obtain 
for me the spirit of prayer. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias; with 
Prayer, page 105, and Litany, page 128. 


SEVENTH DAY. 


The unalterable peace enjoyed by Saint Sta- 
nislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


Tue greatest blessing bestowed on the truly 
devout Christian, is a great tranquillity and 
unalterable peace of heart. Stanislaus was 
ever in peace with God, gentle and self-pos- 
sessed in his communications with his neigh. 
bour, and calm even in the midst of persecu- 
tions. This interior peace, the fruit of divine 
grace, not only united Stanislaus with his 
Creator, but rendered him attractively amiable 
to all who had the happiness of knowing or 
conversing with him. Oh! what happiness 
and pure joy is found in the possession of God. 
Let us avoid all that can prevent us from 
enjoying this sweet peace, and labour by 
every means in our power to procure it: noth- 
ing will contribute so much to secure it for’ 
us, as silence; let us therefore avoid all un- 
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mecessary conversation, and ever remember 
the presence of God. When we speak of 
others, let it be in the spirit of charity, and 
as we would wish they should speak of us; let 
us avoid idleness and too much pleasure; in 
fine, let us strive and resemble Stanislaus; 
then we shall surely find peace. 


PRAYER. 


Serapnic Saint Stanislaus! angel of peace 
and gentleness ! look in pity on my wretched 
heart, which has too often been led astray by 
passion, and is therefore miserable; but now 
I have recourse to you, my beloved patron, 
and confidently hope to obtain, through your 
powerful intercession, a lasting peace. I 
acknowledge my blindness, which has hereto- 
fore made me seek it amidst the indulgence 
of worldly pleasures, which never. bring but 
weariness and disgust, followed by deep 
regret. O great Saint! who, whilst on earth, 
seemed to possess the peculiar talent of calm- 
ing the agitation of despairing sinners, cast 
now a compassionating look on me from your 
high throne of glory, pity my affliction, and 
restore to me that peace which the world can 
never give. Fervently do I ask this of you, 
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and hope to obtain it through your powerful 
intercession. Amen. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias; with 
Prayer, page 105, and Litany, page 128. 


ASPIRATION. 


Happy Saint! whose heart from infancy seemed 
irrevocably fixed in God; oh! teach me to des- 
pise the passing pleasures of life, and to seek 
for peace in union with Jess! 


EIGHTH DAY. 


The ardent love which consumed the heart of 
Saint Stanislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


Wuen grace triumphs in a soul, the love which 
it enkindles for the sovereign Good, produces 
ineffable sweetness. The soul of Stanislaus 
having never been stained by mortal sin, un- 
ceasingly experienced this happiness. To 
look at the heavens, or hear the name of 
‘¢Mary” pronounced, sufficed to inundate 
his heart with the purest joy, and inflame his 
soul with that burning love which shone forth 
in his countenance. Qh! if divine grace dweit 
in our hearts, how courageous, how happy 
should we be under all events! Would you 
really wish to enjoy this spiritual sweetness ? 
be faithful to your practices of piety, and 
exact to all your duties; frequently raise your 
heart to God by fervent aspirations: the more 
Ml 
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you pray and unite yourself with Jesus, the 
more peace you will ever enjoy 


PRAYER. 


Betovep Saint Stanislaus, my powerful pro- 
tector and advocate! I now have recourse to 
you, entreating you to obtain for me the ines- 
timable grace of loving God purely and per- 
fectly; may this divine love take full posses- 
sion of my heart, and influence all my 
thoughts, words, and actions. May I feel in 
the inmost recesses of my soul this divine 
fire, which will destroy every atom of sin. 
Through your powerful intercession, I hope 
to obtain this favour; may I, my glorious 
patron, imitate your example by daily advanc- 
ing in this perfect love whilst on earth, that 
I may hereafter unite with you in loving, for 
all eternity, the increated and eternal beauty! 
Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias; with 
Prayer, page 105, and Litany, page 128. 


ASPIRATION. 


Great Saint Stanislaus! preserve me from 
the seductive dangers of profane love; obtain 
for me the grace to devote my heart and all 
its affections to the love and service of Jesua 
and Mary! 


NINTH DAY. 
The happy death of Saint Stanislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


Deatn is but the echo of life. The sows of 
the just are in the hands of God, and they 
are not tormented by the terrors of death. 
This is the reward of a fereant Christian life. 
The death of Stanislaus was like a sweet 
sleep in the arms of the Lord. His perfect 
love for Jesus, and his ardent desire to con- 
template the glorious triumph of Mary in 
heaven, caused his thrice happy deaths; his 
pure spirit thus freed from this exile, fled to 
the full enjoyment of his God, and the em- 
braces of his blessed mother. ‘*O precious 
death,” we will exclaim, ‘*may ours be like 
thine!” Itis however a vain illusion, to hope 
for a death like this happy martyr of divine 
love, unless our lives resemble his. Let us 
commence from this moment to follow his ex- 
ample, by living alone for God, and perferm- 
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ing every action in the presence of God, and 
fer his love. 


PRAYER. 


Srrapuic Stanislaus! your happy death is to 
me a subject of terror, when I reflect that it 
has been the reward of your innocent and per- 
fect life; for as we live, so shall we die! How 
great is my confusion, when I compare your 
life of constant mortification and penance, 
with my tepid and sinful one. But since on 
this fatal moment depends my eternity of 
happiness, obtain for me, my dear patron, a 
perfect change of heart, and a true spirit of 
penance, that passing the remainder of my 
days in perfect obedience to the commands 
of (xod, and following the inspirations uf the 
divine spirit, { may end them in his grace and 
friendship. Amen. 

Three Paters, Aves, and Glorias; then 
recite the Prayer, page 105, and the Litany 
of the Saint, page 128. 


ASPIRATION. 


Great and angelic Stanislaus! obtain for ine 
the grace to live as you did, faithful to every 
graces and may my death be like to yours! 


TENTH DAY. 


Powerful protection of Saint Stanislaus. 


REFLECTION. 


Even in the order of nature Stanislaus was 
favoured by heaven; for, whilst in his mother’s 
womb, the sacred name of Jesws was marked 
on her bosom, as if ‘to announce to the world 
that this favoured child was destined to be 
his, entirely and forever. Eminently favoured 
in the order of grace, he received from heaven 
the most singular blessings, and above all, that 
last and greatest, death, caused by divine 
love. This great saint is all-powerful in the 
kingdom of Heaven, and wonderful are the 
graces which he obtains from God, for this 
devoted clients. Happy are those who in- 
voke his assistance with sincerity and confi- 
dence; they will ever experience the effects 
of his charity, for the Almighty wishes to en- 
hance the glory of Stanislaus, by granting his 
ree Let us however remember, that 


126 \ SHORT NOVENA IN HONOUR OF 


we can only hope for the protection of the 
saints by a true devotion to them, which con- 
sists in faithfully imitating their virtues. 


PRAYER. 


Great Saint Stanislaus! behold me at your 
feet, rejoicing with you for the high glory to 
which you have been exalted, Most fervently 
do I entreat of you, to allow me to experience 
some of its powerful effects; cast on me a look 
of love and compassion, and behold in me one 
of your most devoted clients, though a mise- 
rablesinner. Obtain for me a perfect change 
of heart, help me to subdue my pride, over- 
come my passions; and fulfil the will of God 
in all things. Oh! my special and powerful 
patron, obtain these graces for me; never has 
the Almighty refused you any request. With 
unbounded confidence in your powerful me- 
diation, I ask for these favours, as also the 
spirit of prayer, and the intentions of this 
Novena. Amen. 

Three Pater, Aves, and Glorias: with 
Proyer, page 105, and Litany, page 128, 
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ASPIRATION. 


Betovep Saint Stanislaus! be my guide and 
protector during life, and obtain for me an 
ardent and constant love for Jesus and Mary- 


LITANY 


OF 


SAINT STANISLAUS KOSTKA. 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Holy Mary, mother and patroness of 
blessed Stanislaus, 

Saint Stanislaus Kostka, 

True imitator of Christ, 

Assiduous client of the holy Virgin, 

Called by Mary to the holy Society of 
Jesus, 

Faithful to the grace of your vocation, 

Worthy child of Saint Ignatius, 

Most fervent adorer of the eucharist, 

Despiser of the world and its richss, 

Vanquisher of concupiscence, 

Cultivator of religious discipline, 

Most devout victim, 

Example of obedience and humility, 

Lover of evangelical poverty, 


sn sof hvig 
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Mirror of candour, piety, and modesty, 
Angel in life and death, | 
Martyr in desire to die for Christ, 
Confessor in devotion and constancy, 
Virgin in body and mind, 

Refuge of those who invoke thee, 
Succour and support of the sick, 


_ Protector of the dying, : 


sn tof hnig 


Patron of novices, 

Model of youth, 

Blessed inhabitant of the heavenly city, 

Companion of angels, 

Be merciful to us. | Spare us, O Lord. 

Be merciful tous. Hear us, O Lord. 

From all sin and imperfection, 

From all tepidity in your service, 

From all inconstancy, 

By the prayer and merits of St. Stani- 
laus, 

By the excess of his love, 

By his blessed life and death, 

We sinners beseech thee tohearus. O 
deliver us. 

Lamb of God, &c. 
V. Pray for us, glorious St. Stanislaus, 


nd 
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R. That we may be made worthy of the 
promises of Christ. 


PRAYER. 


O Gop, who in thy wisdom hast infused 
into the blessed Stanislaus thy holy love, gnd 
raised him in tender infancy to the sanctity 
of riper age; mercifully grant, that, helped 
by his intercession, we may obtain his 
virtues, and eternally enjoy with him thy. 
glorious vision, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, &c. Amen. 


THREE PRAYERS 


TO RE RECITED EACH DAY IN HONOUR, 


OF SAINT STANISLAUS. 


To obtain the virtue of Purity. 


My blessed patron and protector Saint Stanis- 
laus, angel of purity! I thank the Almighty 
for the particular grace of chastity which was 
conferred on you, and also for that innocence 
of heart which you ever preserved. { most 
humbly entreat of you to obtain for me strength 
to resist all impure temptations; inspire me 
with a constant vigilance to preserve, unstai- 
ned, that purity of body and mind, which wil 

render me pleasing in the sight of God, and 
dear to my blessed mother. Amen. 

Pater, Ave, and Gloria. 
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To obtain the virtue of Charity 


My most beloved protector Saint Stanislaus, 
seraph of charity! how sincerely do I rejoice 
with you, that the fire of divine love was en- 
kindled at so early an age in your pure and 
innocent heart; I most humbly entreat of you 
to obtain for me one spark of this celestial 
fire, which will consume in my soul all ter- 
restrial affections, and enkindle therein an 
ardent love for Jesus and Mary Amen. 
Pater, Ave, and Gloria. 


To obtain the grace of a Happy Death. 


My most powerful protector Saint Stanislaus, 
angel of purity, and seraph of charity! I re- 
joice with you, that your happy death was 
caused by ardent love for Jesus, and an un- 
ceasing desire to behold the beauty and glory 
of Mary. I thank this blessed mother, who 
deigned to hear your fervent prayers, and I 
entreat of you by the merits of your happy 
death, to be my advocate and protector when 
that awful moment arrives. Intercede for me 
with the adorable Trinity, and obtain that my 
death may so far resemble yours, that I shall 
calmly breathe my last, invoking the sacred 
names of Jesus and Mary. 


A SHORT NOVENA 


IN HONOUR OF ST. STANISLAUS, 
OR 


SAINT ALOYSIUS. 


O arortus Saint N.! wonderful instance of 
the power of grace! who in thy tenderest 
years attainedst the very summit of Christian 
perfection; receive my most ardent homage, 
and deign to unite with me in thanking the 
Almighty for the graces bestowed on thee. 
O perfect victim of divine charity! fervent 
follower of a crucified God, whom spotless 
innocence did not exempt from the rigours 
of austere penance; thou well knowest all 
that is necessary to meet the penetrating eye 
of infinite holiness; look then with compassion 
on me, consider my misery, and, above all, 
the cold insensibility of my heart, which, like 
thine, should live only to love. O blessed 
ears the glowing zeal which consumed 
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thy soul for the interests of Jesus, by the in- 
effable transports which now result from the 
incessant view of his adorable and enchanting 
perfections, deign to take me under thy par- 
ticular protection, and solicit for me the in- 
tentions of this novena (name them). Obtain 
that from this moment I may labour to become 
truly humble, fervent, and mortified; that, 
detached from all that is not God, I may 
daily advance in divine love, purity of heart, 
ardent devotion to the adorable mystery of 
the altar, and tender and filial confidence in 
the sacred mother of God. 

And thou, O virgins of virgins! immaculate 
queen of angels, and dear mother of the an- 
gelic N.! thou of whose glowing charity, and 
spotless sanctity, the most pure and ardent 
among the saints were but weak images! re- 
member the maternal tenderness with which 
thou lovest Saint N., and obtain for me the 
grace to imitate all that endeared him to thy 
sacred heart. Deign to unite thy supplica- 
tions with mine, for the intentions of this no- 
vena; receive me into thy sacred arms during 
life, and be thou my powerful protectress at 
the awful hour of death. Amen. 

See page 128, for Litany of St. Stanislaus. 


LITANY 


or 


SAINT ALOYSIUS. 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Holy Mary, dear mother of Saint Aloy- 
sius, 

Saint Aloysius Gonzagua, 

Saint Aloysius, enriched with the choicest 
gifts of Heaven, 

Replenished with the Holy Ghost, 

Confessor for Jesus, 

Most devoted to the adorable sacrament 
of the altar, 

Faithful to every grace, 

Perfect example of every virtue, 

Cherished child of the blessed Virgin, 

Despiser of the vanities of the world, 

Profoundiy humble, 

Lover of poverty and obedience, 

Imitator of the angels, 


*sn sof hosg 
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Remarkable for stainless purity, 
Most powerful in heaven, 
Faithful observer of all the rules of the 
Society of Jesus, 
Patron of scholars, 
Example for youth, 
Brilliant light of the church, 
Powerful advocate for all your clients. 
Lamb of God &c. 
V. Pray for us, Saint Aloysius. 
R. That we may be made worthy of the 
promises of Christ. 


*sn sof hosg 


PRAYER 


Ancexic youth Aloysius! who to wonderful 
innocence of life, didst join an equal severity 
of penance; obtain that we who have not 
imitated your boly and perfect life, nor pre- 
served our innocence, may endeavour to re- 
cover it by constant mortification and sincere 
contrition, through Jesus Christ our Lord. &e 


A FAVOURITE DEVOTION 


or 


SAINT PIUS V. 


MADE BY HIM IN EVERY NECESSITY, OR WHEN 
HE DESIRED SOME SPECIAL FAVOUR, AND WHICH 
HE EVER FOUND MOST EFFICACIOUS, 


O Jesus Christ crucified! son of the most holy 
Virgin! incline your sacred head, and listen 
to my petitions and sighs, as you listened to 
your eternal Father on mount Thabor. Hail 
Mary! 

O Jesus Christ crucified! son of the most 
holy Virgin! open your sacred eyes, and 
look on me, as you looked on your afflicted 
mother from the Cross. Hail Mary! 

O Jesus Christ crucified! son of the most 
fioly Virgin! open your sacred lips, and speak 
to my sad heart, as you did to Saint John 
when you recommended to him your sacred 
mother. Hail Mary! 

O Jesus Christ crucified! son of the most 
holy be open your sacred arms, and re- 

1 
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ceive me, your poor child, even as you ems 
braced the hard wood of the cross for my 
love, and that of all poor sinners. Hail Mary. 
. O Jesus Christ crucified! son of the most 
holy Virgin! open your sacred heart, that 
heart of love and mercy; receive mine into 
it, make it entirely yours. Oh! hear my 
prayers, and grant my present petition. Hail 
Mary! 

O eternal Father! look down on me for 
whom your beloved son was betrayed, and 
delivered up to the death of the cross; and as 
he did not refuse to die for my redemption, 
oh! do not, heavenly Father, refuse me par- 
don for all my sins, my present request, and 
eternal life hereafter, through the merits of 
thy son Jesus on the cross. Amen 


PRAYER, 


; TO RECITE BEFORE THE IMAGE OF 


JESUS CRUCIFIED. | 


O coop and merciful Jesus! humbly prostrate 
in your sacred presence, I conjure you with 
all the fervour of my soul, to deign by your 
infinite love for sinners, to engrave on my 
heart the divine virtues of faith, hope, and 
charity; a true sorrow for my past sins and 
infidelities, with a firm determination of cor- 
recting myself; whilst at the same time I con- 
template, with sincere affection and deep sor- 
row, your five most precious wounds, medi- 
tating on those words of the royal prophet, 
They have pierced my hands and my feet; 
they have counted all my bones! 

Whoever recites this prayer before a cru- 
cifix with a contrite heart, and having con- 
fessed and communicated, will gain a plenary 
indulgence, applicable to the souls in purga- 
tory. This indulgence was first granted by 
Clement VIII, confirmed by Benedict XIV, 
and confirmed again by Pius VII, in his de- 
cree, Urbis et Orbis, April 10th, 1821. 


INDULGENCES 


GRANTED bY 
THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFF, PIUS VIII. 
IN ORDER TO INCREASE LOVE AND DEVOTION TOWARD@ 
SAINT STANISLAUS. 


1. A perpetual plenary indulgence on the 
Feast of Saint Sianisiaus Kostka, can be 
obtained by those who, having confessed and 
communicated, will visit during the day a 
church or oratory where this feast is cele- 
brated; praying, at tne same time, for the in- 
tention of his Holiness. 

2. On each day of the novena, two hundred 
days indulgence is granted; that is, one hun- 
dred days for assisting at the novena, and one 
hundred for reciting a Pater and Ave before 
the image of the Saint. 

8, Whoever recites at any time, with a 
contrite heart, before the image of the Saint 
in any church or oratory, a Pater and Ave, 
will gain a hundred days indulgence. 

4. Whoever will for a month recite, each 
day, a Pater and Ave, before the image of this 
Saint, having confessed and communicated, 
will gain a plenary indulgence. 

All these indulgences ave applicable to the 
souls in purgatory. 


REMARKABLE EPOCHS 
IN THE 


LIFE OF SAINT STANISLAUS. 


1 He was born 28th October, 1550. 

2. About the 18th of December, 1566, he 
fell sick, was communicated by angels, and 
honoured with a visit from the blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

8. He received the holy habit of the Society 
on the 28th October, 1567. 

4. He died of love for Jesus and Mary, on 
the morning of the 15th August, 1568. 

5. The same year Saint Aloysius was born, 
who had the happiness of imitating the virtues 
of Stanislaus, and was. canonized with him 
on the same day, by Benedict XIII. in 1726, 
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